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1.

I took a new wife for my husband.

Maybe the strangest thing ever to happen at Yen Ha village. I chose my good friend to be
the bride, a woman who had passed the age for marriage but for a long time had desired a child
and wanted a husband. Besides making the match. I helped my hasband's sister and mother
during the engagement ceremony and wedding, preparing dishes for their celebration.

Of cours, for the others, the wedding had its share of happiness, but for me it held only
humiliation and sorrow. Just at the moment when my husband took his new bride to the bedroom.
I slipped silently through the back door and into the garden. Bag in hand, I wept while walking
the road down to the river. I called for a ferry and crossed back to my mather's home.

Ther is a saying, A girl has twelve harbors, meaning only at the last will she find shelter.
It took me thirteen.

2.

I had gone into labor the first time at noon.

It was the fifth lunar month, and the harvest was nearly finished. I had brought rice and
corn and sweet potatoes to the harvesters in the field. Grasshoppers swarmed over the paddy,
their wings clacking and sputtering. The harvesters had to throw down their sickles and chase
after them. Kicking through the stubble, I waded into the paddy too. Suddenly I had a pain in my
belly that very rapidly became worse and worse. I threw my grasshoppers into my hat and held
my belly. My water broke, soaking my trousers before I reached the field's edge. I called to my
husband. Bewildered, he dropped the unfinished sheaf of rice plants from his hands, ran over and
lowered me in his arms to the ground. My mother-in-law nearly lost her head sending our
nephew for a midwife. But it was too late. I gave birth right there on the wet earth, surrounded
by the new rice plants on one side and the stubble of the old on the other.

"There's so much... the earth is soaked... oh!" cried my mother-in-law.

Terrified by my mother-in-law's mournful cry, I rained my head to look at my belly, and
nearly fainted when I saw what I had given birth to: instead of a baby, just a piece of bloody, red
meat. It had a dark mouth that looked like a fish running aground and yawning before dying. The
mud-spattered harvesters gathered round, splashing and tramping in from all over the field.

"Put it in a pot and bury it in the Serpent Mound," said somone.

"No, put it on a banana tree raft and float it down the river," said another.

After this, I didn't leave the house and cried all the time, my silent husband loking after
me as carefully as a little child, Tears brimmed in my mother-in-law's eyes when she looked at
my emaciated face. She treated me like her own daughter.

One day, I asked her sadly, "Mother, how have I come to this?"

She breathed a sigh and said, "All the members of our family are kind-hearted people.
We did not sow the breeze that resulted in this whirlwind on your body."

Just then, my husband accidentally dropped a pot of medicine. The pot broke and the wet
yellow medicine plopped all over the floor, its steam rising.

I lost sleep frequently. Somtimes in my dreams I saw the harvesters wearing conical hats,
sitting on the lawn and smoking tobacco while waiting for that piece of meat to stop yawning.
After a while they put it in a terracotta pot. Then they took it to the Serpent Mound and buried it.



Somtimes I had another dream in which they put my piece of red meat on a banana tree raft and
floated it down the Hoang Long. Then a serpent monster with long black hair would surface
from the depths and push the raft back to the riverbank. After either of these dreams I would
wake with a start, yelling. "Give back my baby! Give me my baby!"

Opening my eyes, I'd find my husband holding me in his arms, my body cold with sweat.
He held me this way through many nightmares.

3.

During the summer of the year of the rooster, there was little rain in our village, but the
water roared in from upstream for a whole week, catching my village in a heavy flood. The river
flowed full of big logs and branches. The dike broke at midnight, releasing a thunderous swell.
Dogs howled, and the chickens clucked madly, inciting the cows and buffaloes and goats to bawl
and break down the gates of their stables. Panicky villagers ran here and there seeking safety.
Just as I climbed to the top of a banyan tree, the river swallowed the village. I sat in the tree for
hours, calling in the dim moonlight for my mother, terrified the serpent monster would come and
drown me. Under the pull of the water, the banyan first began to lean, then uprooted and washed
away. Hungry and exhausted, I was swept away by the flood.

I awoke the next morning to find myself sprawled on the Serpent Mound. Many villagers
had gathered there, some standing, some sitting on their heels. The floodwaters moiled all around
us.

A dog was barking. My mother-in-law looked at me sadly, surprising me when she said:
"It was the serpent monster that saved you and brought you to the mound."

At sixteen, I had met a team of archaeology students who came to my village to excavate
the Serpent Mound. I knew one of the students, a boy named Tao, who had also grown up in Yen
Ha village. He seemed to sympathizer with me and liked to tease me. They excavated all week
without finding anything but the shells of mussels and shipworms, animal bones, and a wooden
plank. Before replacing the dirt, Tao threw a straw doll into the pit.

"It's magic to use against any girl who might love and then betray me," he said, "It will
turn the traitor into a serpent monster."

All the students laughed while I blushed withe shame and bewilderment. Later, when we
fell in love with each other, I asked him about the straw doll, but he wouldn't answer except with
an enigmatic smile.

Despite the students' failure to rurn anything up, stories about the mound persisted. One
had it that during a moonlit night, a dense mist covered the river. The waves popped and echoed
from a cave carved by the river in a limestone karst. A thief returning home in the dark could not
find a ferry, so he began to remove his clothes, intending to carry them across on his head with
the things he had stolen. Just then, a fishing boat glided silently to the riverbank. A boatgirl
whose ragged shirt exposed her breast sat at th rudder.

"Come aboard," she said. "I'll take you across."

The thief climbed into the boat and, thinking indecent thoughts, happily found no one
else aboard. When they reached the middle of the river, he advanced on the girl. Without
hesitation, she slipped over the edge of the boat into the water, where he saw that only the upper
part of her body appeared to be human. The lower half tapered into the long, wriggling tail of a
serpent, Horror welled up inside him as he realized he had just embraced a serpent monster.
Dumbfounded, he watched the head, bare shoulders, and breasts of the girl emerge from the
water. With both hands on the bow, she tipped the boat to let the water rush in, sinking it
immediately. The thief could have drowned, but fotunately the current pushed him to shore
instead. Trembling, he scrambled up the bank, but the serpent monster called him back: "Don't
go! You forgot your bag."



When he turned, he found the girl as he first saw her. Her dry trouser cuffs had been
rolled up around her thighs. revealing pale, human legs. She stood in the boat at the river's edge,
holding the bag out to him, its many stolen things and the bag itself all completely dry. She let
the bag drop to shore, then rowed into the mist and disappeared. After that night, obsessed with
those events, the thief suffered from bouts of madness for half a year.

But to me, half a year is nothing: all my younglife has been haunted by the serpent
monster and the misty harbor.

4.

My husband's name was Lang. As a soldier bound for the front, he received a few weeks
of leave beforre going to war. At first he didn't want to get married. Instead, he spent most of his
time wandering around the village visiting relatives and friends, laughing and joking and
drinking as if he would not return. When the leave was nearly finished, under great pressure
from his mother, he hastened to find a woman who would agree to marry him. I met him while
still grieving for Tao, who I'd heard had died at the front.

As a bride I was taken to my husband's house by boat. Whil the wedding party went
ashore, I dipped water into a large gourd jar. According to village custom, this water would be
use to wash the feet of my husband's mother. I don't know when the custom became popular in
these villages, but people say it helps to prevent the fatal rivalry between mothers - and
daughters-in-law, and I think they might be right. Before the wedding, my mother gave me the
dry gourd jar along with instructions for acting and working as a good daughter-in-law.

Of course at that time, I knew the saying, A girl has twelve habors, but I didn't yet know
how many I would have to pass.

The wedding procession climbed slowly up the hill to where a large crowd had gathered
and was shouting angrily. Suddenly I recognized Tao, my former lover, in the middle with a
whitewashed flat basket hung around his neck that said, "I am a deserter." I couldn't believe the
man burdened with that flat basket was my lover. When all the areas in the north had been
overwhelmed by American bombing, most schools had closed, and Tao joined the army. It had
been reported that he had died in a battle on the front line. But now the rumor running through
the crowd had him so afraid of battle that he shot himself in the foot. Court-martialled, he had
been sent home to be reeducated, which now appeared to mean being paraded around the village
by a group of militiamen who condemned him as a deserter and traitor to his country. Tao
limped ahead, followed by the militiamen carrying their AK-47s on their shoulders, urging him
to call out: "I am a coward! I betrayde my country!" Many kids followed them, jeering and
repeating in unison: "I am a coward! I betrayed my country!"

Walking by the side of my husband, feeling such a pang in my heart, I did not know what
to say.

One day after the wedding, Lang left for the front. We had no idea how long it would be
before we met each other again. He tried to hide his sorrow, rushing through his farewells and
leaving the village quickly.

5.

During the war, a woman suffered terribly living without her husband. Many endless and
sleepless nights I lay on the bed, longing for a kiss or an embrace. Heart-broken, I would cover
my face with his old shirt. I suffered much more just before my time of the month, when my
breasts would swell with a slight pain and my cheeks turn pink, my eyes glittering with desire.

During those long nights, many things happened in my imagina-tion. When I smelled his
shirt, it seemed I could smell the faint odor of his breath as well. But this only worked for a short
while. To distract myself, I had to put paddy into the grinder and husk rice all night long.
Sometimes I went to the well and ceaselessly poured buckets of cold water over my body, and



sometimes I would go to my mothr-in-law's bed and lie by her side because her breath was
similar to my husband's.

Since my mother-in-law had her own experience of the days waiting for her husband
from the front, she knew how I felt and thought she could help me. She put Lang's underwear in
a pan and simmered them over a low flame, stirring them with a stick while murmuring her
prayers. She believed this ritual helped a daughter-in-law be faithful to a husband far away.

Yen Ha village had two places along the riverside where villagers usually came to bathe:
one upstream for women, the other, some two hundred meters downstream, for men. The women
usually waded into the river without taking off their clothes. Away from the bank where the
water rose high to their chests, they would roll their shirts to their heads like turbans and swim
and wash themselves.

One of my many troubles came from bathing at thi river. On a hot day while walking
with his men along the riverside, the chief of the militia discovered Tao and me swimming
together. The chief bitterly hated draft dodgers and deserters. It galled him to believe these
cowards, seemed to have the time and opportunity to flirt with the wives of the soldiers fighting
on the front lines. Of course he felt so strongly about it because his own wife had been caught
having an affair with a ferry-boat worker and later became pregnant. As a result, he often spied
on the women who talked with the workers at the riverside.

"I had a cramp," I insisted to the chief. "This man saved me from drowning."

Frightened, Tao stammered, "I heard her... cry for help when I... when I brought my...
buffalo cart... to the river."

The militiamen wanted to take me and Tao to the Commune Administration, where they
would interrogate us about our relationship. Tao wore only pants and walked lamely behind me.
My black silk trousers clung wetly to my skin. I hadn't had time to put on my blouse, so I had
just a camisole on my upper body. Suddenly, the chief told me to stop and put on my blouse. He
changed his mind about the interrogation and sent me home.

"I'm letting you go", he said, "not becaus you deserve it, but out of consideration for the
man at the front."

Nevertheless, as I walked away, I heard him cursing me behind my back, complaining
about "faithless women."

6.

When the war ended, my husband came home. Seeing him return whole and unharmed
loosed a flood of happiness, both in me as well as the rest of the family. But Lang became
peevish just a few days later. The incident at the river had made me notorious in the village, and
I had no idea how to explain my relationship with Tao to him. One evening, a host of friends and
relatives came to our house, celebrating Lang's return as merrily as if it were Tet. But after they
left, a funeral gloom settled on our home.

Sensing the cause of his mood, my mother-in-law said to Lang, "I'm sorry for not having
been able to keep a good reputaition for your wife."

"I survived the war for many years," said Lang, "only to have this bad reputation kill me
now."

Coldly, I said, "I am your wife. Only you can know whether I've been faitheful or not."

Embarrassed and surprised, Lang mulled over what I had said. He could not deside
whether to make our marriage work or to divorce me. As a soldier who had been far away from
home for such a long time, it was difficult for him to know his own heart.

One night shortly thereafter, during a windy and very cool full moon, no one in the
village could sleep. Nearly everyone gathered outside to enjoy the moonlight sparkling between
the fishing boats anchored on the Hoang Long. But Lang and I stayed inside, lying on the bed
and listening to the continuous clatter echoing back from the river where the fishermen knocked



oars against their hulls to attract fish. When Lang's hand accidentally brushed against my body, I
took it in my own. Withe this one touch, everything changed and we embraced each other
passionately.

My mother-in-law got up early the next morning. She sat on the verandah, combing her
hair and looking toward our bedroom now and then. When Lang stepped from our room, he sat
by her side.

"Luckily, I kept my patience these past few days,' he said. "If not, I might have murdered
that bastard deserter, Tao, and ruined my marriage."

"What do you mean?" asked his mother.

"The one night after my marriage befor I left for the war was Sao's time of the monthe,"
said Lang. "We just held each other and wept."

"Do you mean your wife is still a virgin?"

"Yes, until last night."

My mother-in-law was embarrassed and sat quietly. I stepped from the bedroom and
rolled my hair with my hands. When gazing at myself in the mirror, I found my eyes bright and
flowing with happiness. Then I sat by her side with a light heart.

" I didn't believe the rumor about you," she said. "But we had no witness to restore your
reputation until now. Forgive me and don't be angry with me for what I've allowed to happen to
you."

I laid my hand on her arm. " I am not angry with anyone. And I've never been afraid of
anything, except that the war would prevent my husband from coming home. Only he could truly
know how I've longed for his return."

7.

I gave birth to pieces of red meat at the end of my second, third, and fouth pregnancies.
Frightened and sad, my mother-in-law spent most of her time praying to the Buddha. But
Buddha never came to help us. People say A wife's one hundred joys are not her husband's debts,
but all the members of my husband's family were virtuous, and yet I still had to bear this burden.
Where did it come from?

I would not have thought it possible, but my womb produced even greater terrors during
my fifth pregnancy. Several round balls of red meat emerged this time, like the red, leathery eggs
a serpent monster might lay. But neither human nor devil would hatch from what I had carried
for so many months and with so much pain.

Some villagers began to despise and shun me. One day, a pack of kids followed me,
shouting. "Crazy woman! Crazy woman!"

Later my hasband told me about the things I couldn't remember doing. I lost many hours
wandering along the side of the Hoang Long river, slipping into the water, taking wild flowers
and scattering them on the shore. Apparently I did this many times. Once I went to the Serpent
Mound, where many small memorials had been raised for all the village's dead children. But I
didn't know which ones belonged to my pieces of red meat.

8.

One night the river ran low, and my husband and I went shrimping. Boat lamps sparkled
all over the water, and the shrimp eyes reflecting the light became innumerable red dots
glittering just beneath the surface. Once we had cast the net on the river, Lang pitched a tent for
us on the Serpent Mound. If there were very few shrimp or fish to catch, we would sleep in the
tent until morning. But this night, after catching half a basker of shrimp, I becam tired and went
to the tent to rest. Some time in the night I heard a woman call: "Give back my baby!"

A woman stepped down from the top of the mound, shouting: "They drowned my baby at
the river. Help me! Give back my baby!"

"Are you crazy?" I told her. "You don't have a baby, you never..."



"Yes, I do," she interrupted. "That's my baby! Don't drown my baby, please."

I looked to where she pointed on the river and saw Tao putting pieces of red meat on a
banana tree raft. The woman jumped down from the riverbank into the water. Then a serpent
with a girl's upper body and long black hair rose to the surface and pushe the raft to shore. My
heart filled with terror and I looked around, but Tao and the raft had disappeared. Only a flock of
wild white ducks flew low over the river, quacking.

"Sao! Sao!" Lang clapped my shoulders. "Are you okay?"

"It was Mrs. Sao who called for help," I said, still not fully conscious. "It was Mrs. Sao
who who jumped down the river and turned into the serpent."

"Are you out of your mind? Youare Sao, my wife." His eyes searched my own. "Let's go
to the river, let's cast the net."

And so we cast the net until dawn.

On the way to the market to sell the shrimp, I met Tao, who carried terracotta pots in his
fuffalo cart.

"I hate those pots, Tao," I said. "They look terrible. Stop carrying them in your cart."

"Okay, but why do you hate them so much?"

I told him about my nightmare and said, "Do you remember when you came with the
students to excavate the Serpent Mound, and you buried a straw doll in the pit? Why did you do
that?"

Tao laughed. "It made no sense. I was just teasing. But the traw doll legend is real, from
the war between Vietnam and the Cham, who lived here many centuries ago. Under the reign of
Tran Nghe Tong, the Cham navy came up the Hoang Long river from the sea, killing many
people and burning the villages along the river. But strangely, they did nothing to Yen Ha villa
ge. When Tran Khat Chan, the Vietnamese general, defeated Che Bong Nga, the Cham generanl,
the invaders fled to the sea. Only our village survived the war intact. But three months later, a lot
of things became known more terrible than the fate of the villages destroyed by war. Scores of
unmarried girls in our village turned out to be pregnant.

"The elders shaved the girls' heads and marked them with lime, then tied the girls to
banana tree rafts and floated them down the river. But although the rafts floated downstream in
the morning, by evening they had been pushed back to the village by hundreds of shrimp, fish,
serpents, and turtles,. The elders became angry and directed the young men in the village to push
the rafts downstream, but again and again they came back. Finally, the villagers gave up and
freed the poor girls from their punishment. Many months later these girls gave birth to curly-
haired, dark-skinned, and wildeyed children who didn't have the same flesh and blood as the
villagers.

"Among those women, one gave birth to a piece of red meat with a round month that
looked like a copper penny. Immediately, the villagers took the piece of red meat for a devil and
floated it down the river. The young woman went mad, screaming incessantly: 'Give back my
baby! Give me my baby!" At night, se went to the Hoang Long to look for her child. She waded
into the river, swimming and diving all over, but could not find her baby. At last, exhausted, she
slipped under the water and drowned. Then by some magic her body transformed into a serpent
and washe ashore. The villagers buried the serpent body with copper pennies, tortoise shells, and
a girl-shaped straw doll on an island in the middle of the river. They even built a tomb for her.
That's how this place became the Serpent Mound. They hoped honoring her would help to
prevent such a terrible thing from happening again. The legend says the woman's soul still
wanders the river and caves it passes. When a person might drown in the river, the woman
changes into a serpent and saves her life.

"To pray for that woman's soul, you should put a clod of earth on the mound. Have you?"

"No, we didn't know."

"That's too bad. You should do it now."



9.

My husband and I walked the twelve kilometers into town to receive medical exams at
the provincial hospital. The doctor told us: "Both of you are in good health and none of your test
results explain Mrs. Sao's abnormal childbirthes. We'd like you to visit a hospital in Hanoi if you
can get there."

Lang told me to sell a cow at the market. His mother gave us a pair of earrings. Lang's
younger sister gave us two breeding pigs, and my mother gave us a handred kilos of paddy. We
sold it all, except the earrings, which we planned to use to pay for medicine. "Nothing is more
important than life," we thought. "If we have our health, we can make more money."

We went to the hospital in Hanoi and had at least ten different kinds of tests. The doctor
finally said he could find nothing wrong with me, but he wanted to have a private talk with Lang
and asked me to leave the room.

Afterward, Lang told me the doctor said the dioxin level in his blood was very high. He
took him to a laboratory to see hundreds of glass jars containing various kinds of deformed
fetuses. The doctor explained: "In some cases, soldiers affected by Agent Orange can still give
birth to normal children, but who knows what will happen when their children have children, or
when all this will end?"

After returning home, Lang lay quietly on the bed for three days. His face sagged with
exhaustion, making him look much older than his age.

"My darling," he said finally, "I don't want to lie to you. The doctor thinks I've been
affected by Agent Orange. He thinks if we keep trying to have children, we'll probably keep
having these deformities."

"Agent Orange?" I exclaimed. "You must have known!"

"How could I know?" said Lang. "I feel fine. But after speaking with the doctor, I thought
about the defoliated forests we had to cross. We drank water from streams running through them
and even put some in our canteens. Once, in the jungle, we watched American planes flying
slowly overhead spraying a dense white mist. A few days later, the leaves shriveled and came
down easily in the breeze. All the trees withered and turned the color of death."

Wrapped in my husband's heart, I felt a pain there like one I'd not yet seen. Withered and
bitter myself, I had no coomfort to pour into him.

10.

Lang received a letter from Ha Van Nenh, a former comrade, announcing that his new
wife had just given birth to a son. Lang asked me to prepare some gifts for a visit to Nenh's
family: a dozen eggs and several kilos of sticky rice.

Nenh's family lived in a stilt hous built on a green hill in the mountains. When we arrived,
the door was open, and the sound of a baby crying came from inside. A little girl withe no arms
and no hair on her red head stood by the stilts baring her teeth in a grin like a monkey. Afraid to
be bitten, I hid behind my husband.

Surprised and pleased to see us, Nenh welcomed us to his home. Nenh's wife, Thuy,
carried her baby in her arms and gave us a cheery hello.

"Your wife looks young and healthy," I told Nenh, and asked her to let me hold the baby.

"My first wife had three pregnancies," said Nenh, "but each produced deformities like
you see with this one here. After her birth, my wife was so tired and frightened she abandoned us.
Thuy is my new wife."

Suddenly during the conversation, Lang's face turned white. "Where did you get these
water barrels?" he asked.

Nenh said after the war he had beeen assigned to a project building a veterans' cemetery.
He and his friends had found many barrels scattered in the forest that they thought might be used
for water. One of Nenh's comrades was a lorry driver and helped transport the barrels to their
villages in the North.



"My god! What stupidity!" cried Lang. "You've brought death to your family. These
defoliant containers are what deformed your children."”
Nenh's face wrinkled and turned pale.

11.

After returning home from Nenh's, Lang told his mother about Nenh's marrying a new
wife who gave birth to a healthy son. After thinking it over for several days, Lang explained his
decision for making a change in our lives: "A new marriage might bring us better luck. Who
knows?"

Lang said he hoped if I married a healthy man, I might have normal children and a good
family. Upset by Lang's proposal, I kept silent for many days.

One day when Lang was out, my mother-in-law came to my bedroom and asked, "What
do you think for the future of your little family?"

"I have no idea," I said. I still didn't want to talk. But she was prtient with me, despite my
disrespectful tone.

"I am not so selfish as to think only of Lang," said my mother-in-lau. "I have always
treated you as my own daughter. I wish some change would be good for both of you."

" So you want me to leave my husband and allow him to marry a new wife," I said,
crying. "But can you be sure his new wife will give birth to a healthy child?"

"No one could be sur of anything in such a situation," she said, "but let's try." Suddenly
she knelt down to me." My darling, I beg you to show mercy to Lang, to our family, and to
yourself. You might have a better life wich a healthy husband."

"Oh, Mother!" I said, taking her hands in mine." I am grateful for your kindness and good
will, but let me think carefully before I tell you what I feel we must do."

Sadly, I found myself clinging to the hope for a normal life and child and agreed with my
mother-in-law to try again, repeating in my mind what Lang had said: "Who knows?"

12.

After helping my husband marry a new wife, I went back to my own mother's home,
where she took pity on me, weeping. Half a year passed. I couldn't forget the days and nights
when Lang and I worked hard for our living, the smell of sweat from his shirt and face, the long
days when I expected good or bad news of him from the front, or the long nights when we slept
in the tent by the river and cast our nets for shrimp. Of cours, neither could I forget my five
terible births.

I often went to the riverside at sunset an looked at my former husband's hous, where the
cook smoke rose from the thatch roof into the sky. Did he remember me when he slept with his
new wife?

I knew the cause of my misfortune after visiting the hospital with Lang, but the straw doll
Tao buried in the Serpent Mound still haunted me. One day I took a pick and shovel and crossed
the river to the Serpent Mound. I dug for hours.

I had just begun to drag out a skeleton when Tao drifted by in his boat.

"Tao," I cried, "This is the serpent monster that destroyed my life."

"That's crazy," said Tao. "That story was just a joke."

"This isn't a skeleton of a serpent monster?"

"Its's just some animal."

"Why did you lie to me? That serpent monster story has haunted me for so long."

"Forget the serpent monster," he said. "You have something more important to worry
about."

I looked at him expectantly.

"Stay calm, okay? Lang's new wife has just given birth to eleven piece of red meat."

I began to tremble.



"Sao, my darling..."
A ringing sounded in my ears. "Lang and me," I murmured, "it's hard to tell who's more
miserable."

13.

I had to cross the river again.

My friend could not bear the burden of my husband's house. After the miscarriage, she
left quickly. Lang clenched his teeth and endured the disaster, even while his mother had become
seriously ill. They needed my help more than ever, leaving me no choice but to try my thirteenth
harbor.

I chose to cross at night. A dense mist covered the river, the ferry barely visible from the
flickering of the boatgirl's cookfire. Once on board, I noticed the many terracotta pots inside the
boat, and my limbs went limp with fear. When we reached the middle of the river, dozens of
banana tree rafts began to bump into us, blocking our way. The boatgirl used her pole to repel
the rafts. But after one raft had been pushed away, another came back again, swarming with the
others all around. "We can't get through here," cried the boatgirl. "We have to turn back and
cross somewhere else."

"This is the last harbor," I insisted. "We must cross here."

I helped the girl push the rafts away. Finally they dispersed, and the ferry crossed the
river, my hardest crossing yet.

Once ashore, I turned to the river and found the banana tree rafts had vanished. The boat
and the boatgirl sank into the mist, and the last thing I saw was the terracotta post under the
boat's dim light fading away.

Hanoi, 2004

Mwo'i ba bén nwoc
Truyén ngdn ciia Swong Nguyét Minh

Nguoi xwa bdo: “Con gdi muwoi hai bén nudc”. Muoi hai bén nuéce la bén nao? La: Céng,
hdu, khanh, twéng, si, néng, cong, thwong, ngu, tiéu, canh, muc. Ciing cé khi nguoi ta thay “si,
nong, cong, thuong” bcing: “Nho, y, Iy, $6” hodc thay bcing: “Cam, ky, thi, hoa”. Du quan niém
thé nao thi dé ciing la 12 dia vi cao thap khdc nhau trong xa hji; hodc cé thé la 12 nghé, twong
trung cho 12 cdi bén doi. Phdn dan ba, con gdi nhw con thuyén nan mong manh, tréi dat; nguwoi
chong coi nhw bén ddu. May nho riii chiu.

Nhung, thoi hién dai thi khdc, chién tranh “ba muoi nam khong dém nao ngu dwoc”; hoa
binh lau roi, nguoi linh van thiong triee trong qudn ngii dén mikc nhiéu thé hé khai & muc nghé
nghiép hai chiv: BO POIL. R6 rang nguoi linh la bén nwde thir 13 réi. Neo ddu ¢ cdi bén ngieoi
linh thi coi nhw dang dang xa vang chong, khé lam. Ngwoi linh lai nhiém chdt déc da cam, va
nguwoi vor dé ra qudi thai, di dang thi coi nhu chiu cdi bén doi chién tranh mdt mat hy sinh, cing
cuc khé dau, bat hanh. Chién tranh qua ldu réi ma nguoi Viét Nam, dac biét la nguoi phu nit,
van chiea thodt khéi chién tranh la thé.

Thang 8. 2004, toi di du Trai sang tac Van hoc chién tranh va nguoi linh o Pai Lai, va
truyén ngan MUOI BA BEN NUOC ra doi trong cam thirc nhur thé. Mt tam trang that la ling,
vira ro rang ranh mach vica mong lung nhu di trong mii swong, lam t6i quén khong gzan tu nhién
bén ngoai dé buoc hdn vao khéng gian nghé thudt moi ba bén doi. Sudt mét tuan ngoi biit tréi
cuing con thuyén sé phdn ngueoi phu nir, réi neo ddu ¢ bén Nguwoi linh — bén chién tranh.



Nha van Swong Nguyét Minh

1.

T6i lay vo mai cho chong.

Mot chuyén la chua ting x4y ra ¢ lang Yén Ha. C6 dau 1a ban than cua t6i da qua
Ira 16 thi. Co 4y dang can tdm chong va khao khat mot dira con hop phap. Toi 1am ba moi,
to1 cung nha trai di an héi, di xin cudi, di rudc dau.

Pam cudi ¢6 vui, c6 budn, co sugng sung. Va dung lic ¢6 ddu méi vao budng
hanh phuic thi t6i lang 18 ra 16i cira sau di tat qua vuon. Tai d6 6m vao long, vira di vira
khoc, toi chay cun cut ra bén nudc, 6i do sang song vé nha véi me.

Nguoi ta vi: Con gai mudi hai bén nude. Toi khén nan hon nhitng ngudi dan ba
khac. T6i nhitng mudi ba bén nudc.

2.

Tbi sinh nd 1an dau vao mot budi trua.

Thang nam am lich, cudi vu gat, t61 dem com ra dff)ng cho thg. Cao cdo, mudm
mudm don dén dam lta cudi cung nhiéu qua. Tho git bo 1iém hai vo t6i tap. Toi ciing dap
géc ra 101 sop sop dén chop. Ty nhién, bung dau lam ram, roi con 1én dau dit doi. Toi voi
b6 nam cio cio di vit cang vao nén va 6m bung. Chua kip 1én bo thi i v&, nudc i chay
udt siing hai 6ng quén T6i 6i chong. Anh bo don laa dang bé do, hot hoang chay dén bé
to1 Ién bo. Me chong t61 quynh quang sai dua chau goi ba do dé. Nhung khong kip, t61 d¢
ngay trén bo rudng am udt ngdn ngang lua tuoi va cudng ra viura cit.

“Qi gioi cao... dat day oi...0i!” Me chong ti gao 1én va xiu ngay bén don lua. Toi
chi kip ¢ gong sirc ngang 1én nhin xubng giira hai hang minh, rdi ngat dau sang mot bén.

Mai mai, khong bao gio t6i quén duoc tiéng me chong kéu va cai cuc thit t6i da dé
ra ay. Me chong t61 liu ludi, giong hoang loan, kinh hoang. Cuc thit d6 hon chi c6 cai
miéng tron toi om, ha ra ngdm vao nhu ca mic can ngap luc sap chét. Tho git chan tay
xudc sat 1am bun dat, dung, quy chau quanh toi. “Vé& lay cai lién sanh, bé Né vao dem
dén g(‘) Ma Giang ma chén.” Tiéng nguoi lao phao. “Dung... Dat No 1én be chubi cho troi
song.” Va xa gan budc chan dap trén goc ra 1an tiéng 16i nudc gap gap op op.

T61 khong ra khoi nha. Luc nao mat ciing d6 hoe. Chong t6i it noi. Anh lam 13,
nang gidc, sin soc toi nhu chim bim con nho. Me chdng t6i nhin con dau tiéu tuy qua,
nudc mat ba ta ra. Me chong rat thuong toi, me chong nang ddu ma y nhu me dé va con
gai. Toi vira nc vira noi, gidng hét dia bé gai ngoan bi don oan:

- Bu oi! Sao ... con... dén ndi nay?

Me chong t6i thd dai:

- Nha ta doi doi an ¢ hién lanh, c6 4c véi ai bao gio ddu ma dé toi dé no cho con!

Chong t6i dang xach siéu thudc bic. Anh giat minh, danh roi bop xudng nén nha.
Siéu v&, nudc thude vang sim chay 1énh lang, hoi nude bdc khoi mu mit.

T6i thudng mat ngl. Trong gidc mo dém tdi troi, toi thay dam tho git doi non mé,
ngodi bét xudng co hut thude 1ao chd cho Né hét ngap. Roi ho bo Né vao cai lién sanh
mau da luon, ddy nip dem dén gdo Mi Giang chon. Lai c6 dém t6i mo thiy Né trén be
chubi tha tréi & bén nude song Hoang Long. Va con Thudng Ludng toc den dai xod suoi,
vai tran tring, va cing may nhu va con gai, nhung minh ran, ban chan tay nhai c6 mang
mong boi dén day be chudi vao bo. Toi viung vay, ho hét: “Trd con t6i. Tra con téi



ddy...” Tinh ddy, moi biét minh trong vong tay chong. Nguoi lanh toat, md hoi va ra. Vai
40 chong cling dam mo hoi, anh da rat vat va gitt tay chan vg vung vay khi mo...

3.

T6i nhd, mua hé nim Giap Thin. Troi khéng muwa, nhung nudc thuong ngudn dd
vé mot tuan lién. Qué to1 lut to. Nudc cudn réu rac, canh tuoi, cti khé... cudn cudn. Nua
dém, v& dé song Hoang Long. Nudc réo 6 6. Ché tru. Ga quac. Trau, bo pha giong. Dé
pha chudng kéu khan giong. Dan kinh hoang, nhio nhac chay lut nhu chay loan. T6i kip
treo 1én céy da dau lang. Suot dém 0 ngon cay, goi me 01 01; lo i cudn thi it, lo con
Thudng Ludng bét kéo xudng nude thi nhiéu.

Pém tring sudng. Cay da gong minh chdng choi il xiét. Toi doi, kiét strc. Nira
dém, nudc x061 bat géc cay da, to1 b1 1 cudn theo.

Sang hom sau, tinh day, thiy minh nam tro tro trén god Thudng Ludng. Xung
quanh nudc réo ung uc. Dam dong ding ngoi 10 nhé. Tiéng nguoi néi lao phao. Con Vén
cin nhanh nhéch, nghe s6t rudt. Me t6i cudi méu mao, bao: “Con Thudng Ludng vot may
& bén nudc dua 1én day day, con a”. T61 ngac nhién qua...

Nam toi muoi sau tudi, co ong gido su su hoc dan sinh vién vé dién di ¢ lang toi.
Ho thué bon danh dam chung t6i dén dao dat khai quat go con Thuong Luong T61 nhan
ra anh Tao nguoi lang Yén Ha trong 5O nguoi la nay. Anh Tao co ve rat mén va hay tréu
dua toi. Pao, bdi, ca tuan chang c6 gi chi thdy vo ha vo hén, xuong dong vat va mot tAm
vén thoi. Luc lap dt, anh Tao cam nom rom glong hinh con gai quang xuéng ho. Toi hoi:
“Anh Tao lam cai gi ddy?” “Tao yém. Do 1a cot dra con gai, hon con Thudng Ludng.
Ptra nao yéu tao ma bo thi phat dién, thanh con Thudng Ludng.” " Nhiing nguoi la bat cuoi.
Con 01 vira nguong chin mét vira ngo ngac. V& sau, yéu nhau rdi, t6i hoi vé cai ndm rom
ay, anh chi cuoi cuoi bi a an, khong noi.

Lai 6n: Vao mot dém tring. Swong mu _bay la da mat song. Song 6c ach v0 vio
hang nui. Thang an trdm nguoi lang Yén Ha vé khuya, do nghi. Han dinh c6i 40, doi goi
d6 an trom 1én dau, boi qua song thi thuyén danh ca dém cho day swong mu chui tir trong
hang nudc ra, luét nhe dén. Co gai khoac ho cai 4o, ng01 phia duéi thuyén, bao: “Anh lén
di. Toi chd qua sdng cho.” Thang trém 6m dd nhay xudng thuyén. Ra gitra song vang vé,
thay thuyén chi mot minh c6 géi, han dé tro sam sd. C6 gai nhdy tom xudng song. Thang
trom kip nhan ra c6 gai chi c6 phan nguc tro 1én la gidng nguodi, con than minh ran, ban
chan tay nhai c6 mang. Hoang qu4, han biét vira cham phai con Thudng Ludng. Chua
biét xoay s ra sao thi co gai nho ca vai tran va bau va 1én khoi nude. Poi tay nhai bam
1éch man thuyén Nudc ao vao, thuyén dam. Thang an trom bi dim udng no nudc sdng,
roi duoc day len bo. Run qua, han co chan chay thi tiéng goi giat sau lung: “Anh gi oi!
Cua anh nay.’ ’ Han quay lai. Van co gai ban ndy. Nhung mac gon gg, 4o kho, quan kho
san tan goi 16 bap chan tron trang Goi do han tho trom bo quén dudi thuyen cing kho
nguyén, cd ta dua cho han roi chéo thuyen chui luén vao swong mu. Chang thay con
Thudng Luong dau. Hai qua! Tur dém do, thang trom mat hon, ngo ngan nira nam..

Thudng Ludng va bén nude nhu 1an swong mu huyén thoai, bi an v6 cing véi tudi
tho toi.

4.

Chong t6i tén 1a Lang, bd doi thoi chién nghi phép trudc ngay ra mat trdn. Anh
chua mudn cudi v, nhitng ngay dau di choi loing quing, gan hét phép, me giuc qua moi
nhao nhao tim. Luc d6, toi chua hét budn vi tin ngudi yéu chét & chién trudng thi gip anh.



bam rudc dau bing thuyén Cap bén, moi nguoi 1én by, (dimng cho 61 ldy nam
nuéc dem vé rira chan me chong Cai 18 nay c6 tir bao gio toi chang biét. Nguoi ta bao:
Me chong ‘nang dau vbn truyén doi xung khic. Con ddu mdi mic nudc rira chan me
chong dé lay 1ong. Trude lac rude dau, me toi dua cho cai ndm nhé lam bang vé qua bau
be kho giéng cai hd 16 va din nhimng diéu can thiét vé 1am dau nha nguoi.

Nguoi ta hay vi bén doi v6i bén nudc. Con gai mudi hai bén nude. Lic y, toi
chang biét minh dang & bén tht bao nhiéu.

Pam ruéc dau di tiép. Bat chot, moi ngudi gidt minh va on ao béi tiéng
ho: “Thanh nién ca nhw i thi mdt nwée.” Toi nhan ra anh Téo. Trudc nguc anh deo cai
met tron, quét voi trang viét dong chir: “Téi la thang dao ngu.” Toi khong tin sau cai met
kia la nguoi minh dé tung yéu. Bom dan mu troi mién Bac Ca truong anh dong cua,
nhép ngi. Nguoi ta on: anh chét noi bom dan moét nam rdi. Nay ho lai néi: anh so chét,
ghi dau nong sung CKC vao got chin trai... ban. Nguoi thi cii: anh Tao lau sting bi cudp
co. Pon vi tudc quan tich dudi, vé qué di may ngay roi. X4 bat lao dong cai tao dong
gach. Chiéu t6i, dan quan giai anh Tao di dong, béu khip lang. Anh Tao chan thot chim
phay di trude, dan quan khoac siing K44 nong rd di sau. Lii tré con 16c nhdc theo sau nira
dong thanh hé lai: “Thanh nién ca nhw téi thi mdt nude.” Toi di bén canh chong, 1ong r6i
boi.

Anh Lang cuoi 01 hom trude thi ngay hom sau phai vé don vi. Anh di xa khong
biét ngay nao ve. Chong t6i ¢b dau n01 budn vao 1ong. Anh chdo 1an luot timg nguoi roi
quay lung, di rdt nhanh, nhu chi so nan na s& & nha ludn.

5.

Nguoi vo xa chong c6 trim ngan co cyc, chang ndi kho nao giéng ndi kho nao. Co
nhimg dém dai ghé gom, t6i luc suc khong ngii. Nam mot minh 6m gbi, nh chong, tran
troc cho sang. Toi 161 cai 4o cli bac mau cua chéng ra ép vao mat, ndi nhd cang ndn nao,
da diét hon. Khén kho nhat 1a may ngay ap ky kiéng ki sir dung s0 man cua dan ba. Hai
bau vii toi clng nhung nhirc. Nhii hoa san lai. Ma do hong tuoi tan. Mat long lanh... Lic
nao cling chi mong chong ve.

Con gai chua biét hoi trai thi to mo, dut deé; nhung da phai hoi trai roi thi nghién.
bém dém, toi nam tudng tuong ra du diéu, vo gbi ap 4o vao mat tim hoi chong. Khong
chiu noi lai do lua vao xay, xay dén sang, hoic muc nudc giéng khoi d6 a0 ao tim cho
lra long diu di, hodc sang ngu chung giwong tim hoi me chong.

Me chong t61 biét. Ba da trai qua nhing nam thang cho chdng nén hiéu long con
dau. Me chong t6i lang 18 lyc tim trong hom ldy quan 16t cii clia con trai bo vao cha dat
rang, tay khoa miéng 1am bam. Ba 1am theo cach riéng nhuém mau sic dan gian gitp con
dau viing long lac con trai minh di xa.

Lang Yén Ha cua chong t6i c6 hai bén tim. Bén tim dan ba phia dau ngudn, ben
tam dan o ong phia ha ngudn, cach nhau vai tram budc. Bon con gai cir dé nguyén 4o quan
dai, 16i do dim ra xa b, nude dén dau vén a0 dén do; nudc dang qua bau nguc thi doi a0
lén dau hodc cdi ra vo vién ném veéo vao trién song. Toi da gap chuyén am i ¢ bén tim
nay. Bat dau tir lic 6ng xa doi truong va hai dan quan bat chot nhin xudng bén thiy dau
toc con gai lod xo4, vai tran nh6 Ién tut xudng. Lai tiéng quiy nudc um &im va cai dau dan
ong. Clr ngo Thuong Ludng quan nhau v6i nguoi. T¢ ra la anh Tao voi t61 duoi bén nudc.
Ong xi d6i rat ghét nhimg thiang dao ngil, hodc chan thot, mit chot, tay khoco, thip bé
nhe can...khong phai ra tran, & nha hay chim chudt vo linh khi ho dang noi hon tén mii



dan. Vo ong chira hoang v6i thing cong nhan 14i xa lan. Ong ta cim 1dm, chuyén rinh bat
gai lang ra bén noi chuyén véi tho thuyén song nude. Toi kéu oan:

- T6i tim, khong may bi chudt rut...

Anh Tao lung tung, s¢ sét:

- T6i danh xe trau dén day. Bdng nghe tiéng ngudi chét dudi kéu ctru...

Ong x4 d6i nhéch mép, khinh khinh:

- ba pham t61 tu thuong, dao ngii lam mat thanh tich ndm nam lién “Thoc khong
thiéu mot can, quan khong thiéu mot nguoi1” cua xd nha; lai vi pham chinh sach héu
phuong quan doi, lam nguoi linh ¢ chién truong khong yén tim chién dau. Con bia ca
chuyén con Thudng Ludng. Tir xua dén nay, ta chi nghe chuyén Thuong Ludng ctru
nguoi chtr chua bao gid nghe chuyén nguoi ciu Thudng Luong Ta d6 rang: Thudng
Ludng 1 dira con gai nan nan nay 0 dudi nuéc may moi nhay xudng...

Dan quin dan anh Tao va “con Thudng Ludng” 13 toi vé try s& uy ban x3 lap bién
ban. Anh Tao van coi tran, chi mic quan dui thap thénh di sau. “Con Thudng Ludng”
mic quan lya den uét dinh bét vao dui, khong dugc mdc do, trén minh chi doc cai xu
chiéng udt sling nude. Vai “con Thuéng Ludng” tran 10 1o duoi trang. Pang di, bong
dung ong xa doi cho “con Thuong Luong dung lai mic 4o, roi tha cho vé. Ong bao: “Né
cai thang linh dang song chét & chién truong danh nhau véi My - Nguy, ta tha.” T6i di
mot doan con nghe 6ng rua sau lung: “Rac rai. Gidng cai 1a giéng bac tinh.”

“Gibng cai la glong bac tinh?”. T6i di nhin thdy bo tre nha minh: bau ngya duc
bung bé tréo 1én lung bau ngua cai bung to. Bau ngua duc leo xong, mét qua gac cang,
vua roi lung bau ngya cai, lién nam éch ra. 'No bi ngay doi kiém nhiéu rang cua cua bau
ngua cai bé vao bung va moc ra timg miéng thit tring dén tan khi sdi rudt méi thoi.
Nguoi ta bao, loai bo cap ciing thé. Ching n6 au yém, leo nhau xong, con dyc bao gid
cling mét hon vi bi rat hét sinh khi. Con cai lién quay lai an thit luén ban tinh.

T6i chua nhin thiy bo cap cai n thit bo cap duc bao gio. Chi thdy rin nudc & dam
Vac. Khi con cai 1ot xac, con duc luon phyc ¢ bén bao v¢ va di kiém méi vé nudi. Luc
con duc 1t xac con bay ddy, thi con céi dan con duc khac vé to. Chung lam tinh v6i nhau
trudc mili con ran vira 16t xac. Va chén ludn ban tinh cii dang bay bét, khong con kha
nang tu vé.

T6i 1a dan ba, 1a gidng cai. Nguoi ta ciing coi toi 12 giéng bac tinh a?

6.

Chién tranh két thuc, chong t6i vé. Nguyén ven, than thé khong sit siu ti nao.
Mung oi la mung. Me con, anh em, vQ chéng gap nhau mung mung tui tui bao nhiéu thi
anh Lang ham huc bay nhiéu. Khong biét bang cach nao, anh Lang biét nguoi ta on vo
minh trang gi6. Budi t6i, moi nguoi dén choi vé hét, nha t6i 18 ra vui nhu tét thi lai budn
hon dam ma. Me chong bao:

- Bu khong giir duwoc danh tiéng vo anh.

Anh day nghién:

- T6i bao nhiéu nam, bom dan khong chét lai chét vi diéu tiéng thién ha ddy.

Dén luot t6i, giong s& sang, nhung hoi lanh:

- Em 12 vo anh. Chi anh méi biét em chung thuy hay 1a khong.

Anh Lang mat nghét ra. RS rang anh khong ngo ti noi thé. Anh chua biét s& dinh
liéu sb phén cudc hon nhan thoi chién rdt mong manh ctia minh ra sao. Tin vo hay khong
12 mot quyét dinh khong dé dbi véi ngudi linh da nhiéu nam xa nha...



Pém 4y, ca lang Yén Ha khong ngii. Trang sang lam. Gi6 nii thoi vé mat ruoi ruoi.
Bon choai choai ri nhau di hong trang doc duong lang. Ngoai song Hoang Long, den
sang do, tleng g Cic... cdc... vao man thuyen thing danh ca dém vong vé. Dém chdng vo,
chung t6i quan vao nhau nhu doi thudng ludng quan nhau trong hang nudc.

Sang hom sau.

Me chong t6i ddy that sém, ngdi & thém hé chai toc, chéc chdc ngong vao cira
budng con dau. Anh Lang budc ra, se s& ngdi bén me:

- Hom qua, con khong kim 1ong thi gdy 4n mang véi thang Tao dao ngii r6i, bu a.
May nha con nhan nhin. Suyt nita tan dan sé nghé.

- Anh noi thé nghia 1a 1am sao?

- Bu khong nh¢ a? Ngay trude, con gan gili nha con chi mot dém roi di vao Nam
danh gigc. Cai dém tan hoén ay, nha con dung ky kinh nguyét. Vo chdng con chi nam 6m
nhau, roi khoc...

- Anh néi thé nghia la ¢én dém qua, vo anh van con trinh nguyén?

- Véng! Vin 14 con gai. Vo con thi con biét ch.

Me chdng toi siing 50, chang noi thém duge cau gi. Ba khong ngo con trai va con
dau & hoan canh oai oam ay. Toi ndm 1 trong buong lic d6 moi ra. Hai tay van toc. Mat
ngodi ngdi hanh phuc. To6i dut dé ngdi bén me chong. Luc dé, ba lai 1én tiéng:

- Bu ciing khong mudn tin. Nhung chuyén con dao 4y thi tinh ngay 1y gian. Con
bo qua dung gian bu, nha.

- Con khong gian ai ca. Con khong so gi sat. Con chi so anh Lang di dénh gisic
khong vé. Con vira mat chong lai chang ¢6 ngudi minh oan cho con.

7.

Tbi sinh nd 1an thir ba, tht tu van ra cuc thit d6 hon hon. Me chéng t61 dau budn,
va so hii qua, sudt ngay niém Phat va di chia. Phat vin ctr & ddu d6 chua hién vé phu ho
ching t0i. Ngudi ta bao: Trdm cdi phiic nha vo khéng bang cdi ng nha chong. Poi doi
gia dinh chong t6i & hién, nhung toi phai ganh no. Vay cai ng nay ¢ dau giang xuong"

T6i sinh nd 1an thir nam lai 13 mot boc ¢6 nhiéu cyc thit 46, nhu thudng ludng dé
boc trimg non. Chitng N6 khong phai kiép ngudi, cling chang phai kiép ngom. Nhung 1a
cac hinh hai t6i mang ning, toi dut rudt dé ra. Pén luc nay, dan lang c6 ngudi ghé lanh,
xa lanh t61. T61 mu mi dé tinh do dién.

Chong t6i ké lai: C6 lan t6i bo nha di lang thang ra bo song Hoang Long. R01 nhay
Xuong bén nudc vot nhitng dam luc binh hoa tim ndi nénh tréi. Vot dat 1én bo rdi lai vét,
chang biét de lam gi... Toi ciing chot nhé 1an di ra go Ma Giang. Go Vang lanh. Dura dai
vién quanh tét boi boi. Ché hoang chay 16ng nhong kiém #n, can odng oang. Meo dai mat
xanh lét, 1ong xo xac, gu gur. Toi dén goc go phia Bic, noi chon tré con yéu ménh. Nhitng
nam dat sé s¢,  nho nhoi. Chang biét nAm md nao ¢6 lién sanh mau da luon.

T6i ngan ngo dén van chiéu.

8.

DPém nudc rong.

Vo chong toi ra vo bé kéo tom. Pén 16 sang 1ap loang. Mat tom bat dén anh 1én
cac cham 1i ti d6 dong doc. Kéo mét luc dugc lung lung gio. Mét, toi dé cho chong kéo
r0i xach chiéu manh vao 18u co. Anh Ling lam céi 1éu du6i chan go Thudng Ludng dé
coi vo. Liic mét hodc tom ca khong di thi gac vo, 1én 1éu ddnh mot gidc dén tan rang dong,
nghe tiéng lao phdo cia ngudi di cho sém moi day. Chang biét tir bao gio, nguoi di cho,



di kéo vo, mo tom... qua day, ai cling nhon mot hon dat bo 1én go. Bao nhiéu doi rdi, go
clr rong ra va cao 1én nhu qua ddi con.

Gi6 ndém hiu hiu. Bén gong vo thinh thoang tha chop... chop... xubng bén. Mt toi
dip lai, mo mang... Nira dém vé sang, toi giat minh bai tiéng dan ba goi:

- Do oi....o0i! Cho me con téi sang song vo....1.

Tiéng goi do rd mdn mot. Rai lai tiéng kéu:

- Tra con cho toi. Tra con cho toi dd... dy...

Tiéng goi, tiéng hoi vong vao dém khuya ving ling. Bong dung, mot ngudi dan
ba budc di nhe nhu gi6 thoang tir dinh go xudng.

- Nguoi ta bit con toi dem trdi song. Lam on ctru con ti véi.

T61 nhan ra ngudi quen:

- Chi Sao nay mé r6i. Chua bao gid chi ¢ con. Tinh lai di.

- Céc con t6i dang troi dudi bén nudc kia. Lam on vét ching né 1én véi.

To6i nhin xudng bén. Mot mau tring bang bac. Suong gidng md 4o. Toi bang
hoang khong tin & mat minh: Anh Tao dao ngii! That roi, anh Tao dang dit nhiing hai nhi
d6 hon hon 18n mdy cai bé chudi va dung tay ddy ra xa bd. Cac bé chudi quay tron, nhin
nha troi... R6i chi Sao nhay um xudng nuéc, chim ngim. Khi cac vong song ling, bat chot
Thudng Ludng nho 18n, toc dai den, vai vii con gai, nhung minh rin. N6 dot ngdt quay
16n dau xubng, hai ban chan nhai c6 mang gio khoi mit nude. Lai ngoi 1én. Con Thudng
Ludng boi, day beé chudi vao bo...

Hoang qua, tdi cing mat nhin, khong thay anh Tao nita. My cai bé chudi ciing
bién mat. Chi thay dan vit tri 16ng tring bay vot 1én, kéu vang mat song.

- Sao 0i! Sao 0i! - Anh Liang v6 bom bop vao vai toi. - Hét ca hon. Em mo &?

Mit mili toat mo hoi. Toi nhin xudéng bén nudc. V6 bé nam im d6 bong bon gong
xubng song. Triang sang van bang bac.

- R& rang chi Sao goi do, rdi nhay xudng séng bién thanh con Thudng Ludng.

- Than hon nat than tinh, dién 4? Em 14 Sao, 14 vo anh cht con chi Sao nao nira.
Thoi, nira dém_ vé sang roi, xudng kéo vé véi anh.

T6i ngdi thir ra, khong biét dau 1a thuc dau la mo. Vg chdng t6i kéo vo dén tan
sang chang dugc con tdm nao. Chi toan ciii muc voi réu rc.

T6i di chg ban tom, nira duong gip anh Tao danh xe trau chd cha dat va lién sanh
mau da luon.

- Khiép qua! Tir mai, anh dimg ché thué nhimg thir nay ntra.

- Thi th6i vay. Vai nam nay nguoi ta dung lién sanh nhiéu qua, Sao a.

T6i ké chuyén gidc mo, rdi bao:

- Anh Tao con nhé dao di dién di, anh chén cai ndm rom & gd Thudng Ludng
khong? Em véi anh chuyén cii qua lau r6i...

Anh Tao cudi gia 1a, cat 101 toi:

- Anh nhé ra rdi. Pay 13 chuyén tim phao 140 toét. Nhung chuyén nay 1a c6 that
nay:

Co Sao khong biét 1a: Ngay xua, quan Chiém Thanh thuong di bién ra cudp pha
nude Pai Viét ta. Thoi Tran Nghé Tong, co6 mot canh thuy chién Chiém Thanh di theo
ctra bién vao séng Hoang Long. Chung di dén dau 13 du roi mau chay, lira chay ngt troi,
nhung dén dia phan lang ta thi tinh nhu khong. Khi thuong tuéng Tran Khat Chéan dai
thang Ché Bong Nga thi quan Chiém Thanh rat chay. Canh thuy chién nay ciing giong
budm chudn ra bién. Luc chung dén lang ta thé nao, luc di ciing vay. Lang ta binh yén



trong chién tranh. Nhung ba thang sau xay ra chuyén la: Vai chuc con gai, dan ba khong
chong ma chira. Ching binh dao ma lang loan. Lang dau thuong con hon lang khac bi
nan “nudc lra va dng dong” tan pha. Lé lang rat ha khic. Vai chuc nguoi dan ba ay bi got
troc dﬁu bdi voi, roi dong be chuéi dem ra bén nudc troi song. Co diéu la: Budi sang tha
troi vé phia bién thi dén la la t6i lai thay cac bé chubi dau ¢ bén nude. Hod ra, theo nude
thuy triéu 1én, t6m, c4, cua, ran nudc, rua, giai, thuong ludng, ba ba,... boi quanh day, kéo
cac bé chubi troi vé bén. Ctr vay, tha roi lai troi vé. Lang chiu bat lyc trudc cac loai thuy
toc va thuy triéu, danh cho sé dan ba khén kho khon nan ay 1én bo. Pu ngay du thang, ho
sinh ra nhitng dura bé toc xoan, da ngam ngam, mat hoang da, khong mang huyét théng
cac dong ho & lang. Chuyén con la nita: Trong s6 dan ba ay, c6 mot ngudi dé ra cuc thit
d6 1om, c6 cai miéng tron nhu dong séng, cit kéu: khec... khec. Ngudi me tré so qua ngat
luén. Dan lémg cho la quy quai, lai dong be chuéi tro1 song. Nguoi me tré hod dién, luén
mi¢ng kéu: “Tra con day... Tra con cho t61...” Dang dém, toc tai rti ruoi, chay bich bich ra
song Hoang Long, nhay xubng nudc cuong cudng boi, ngup lin vét con minh. Khén nan
qua! Gai dé ngam nudc lanh, chét, bién thanh xac con Thudng Ludng trdi dat vao bén
nude. Tién dong, xuong trau, mo rua, hinh ndm con gai,... dugc chon theo. Cai go con
Thudng Ludng ciing chinh 1a md ngudi me tré dy. Nguoi ta on: hon nguoi dan ba lang
thang ¢ hang nudc, mit song, thay ngudi chét dudi 1a hoa thanh con Thudng Ludng boi
dén cu...

Thé dém hém qua c6 Sao c6 bo hon dit nao 1én go khong?

- Khong! Anh Lang em chéc ciing khong nét.

- Gioi a! Thao nao gié tom cta vo chong Sao chang day thém 1a phai. Nhat ngay
mot hon dat chay dén d6 ma tha. Poang qua.

9.

Vo chéng t6i dit diu nhau di bd mudi hai cay ) xuéng bénh vién thi xa kham.
Thay thudc bao: Anh chi sinh 1y binh thuong, stc khoé tbt... Hién thoi chua tim ra
nguyén nhan. Chiing toi gidi thiéu 1én mot Quan y vién & Ha Noi, nhung ton kém va xa
1am, anh chi di dugc khong? Di chr. Truong Son, Tdy Nguyén, Nam Bo di duoc thi Ha
Noi sao lai khong. Anh Ling béo t6i vé ban con bo. Me anh cho ddi khuyén tai. Me t6i
cho ta théc. Em gai anh ldy chong & lang bén cho dbi lon gidng. Poi khuyén tai gitr lai
con ban sach 14y tién chita bénh. Ngudi con 14 cia con.

Chung t6i dugc kham, 1am hon mot chuc xét nghiém. Ong béac sy quan y két luan:
Stc khoé tot. Sinh 1y binh thuong... Ong bao ti ra ngoai chd, ong c6 chuyén noi riéng
v6i chong toi. Hod ra, ong dan chong toi dén mot phong tring lanh luu giit vai trim céi
binh thuy tinh dung cac quai thai va xac hai nhi di dang dé nghién ctru. Ong cho xem anh,
giang giai va chi vao mot céi binh, bao: Day 1a truong hop cha bi nhiém chat doc mau da
cam van dé con lanh l3n, binh thudng; nhung dén khi dira con gai liy chong thi lai sinh ra
mot chum cuc thit nhu chum vai chin d6. Cai hau qua ndy nang né lam, chang bao gio
méi hét. Ong can din, an i, dong vién dén khi chdong t6i hoa mit, 0 tai va khong chiu
dugc mui phodc mon, hai ngudi mai ra.

Vé nha, chong t61 nam li ba ngay khong day. Ngay tht tu, anh goi t6i vao. Anh gia
thém dén chuc tudi. Thuong v6 cung. T61 nam goi dau tay chong, anh noi:

- Bay gi0, anh khong g1au em nita. Bac sy bao anh bi nhiém chat doc mau da cam.
Chtra dé tram lan thi ciing trdm 1an quéi thai, di dang.



Anh tudng t6i s& bang hoang dau ddn, vat vd. Nhung mit t6i rao hoanh. Con nudc
mat dau nita ma khoc. Du anh bi nhiém chat doc mau da cam hay t6i dé quéi thai bAm
sinh thi ndi dau ndo ciing nhu nhau ca thoi.

- Nhiém chat doc da cam lic nao? Anh phai biét chu!

- Liic d6 1am sao biét dugc. Nghe ong bac sy giai thich, 10i may ngay nam nhé lai:
C6 1€ do hanh quén qua nhiing canh rimg tryi la. Bon anh udng nude sudi ¢ d6 lac khat,
con muc day bi dong mang theo. Lai c6 lan, don vi déng quan trong rung gia, thay nhing
chiéc may bay My bay rat cham phun ra chat gi d6 nhu swong mu tring dyc. Vai ngay, 1a
nga mau dong loat, gi6 rat nhe 14 ciing rung l1a ta. Cay trui 1a chi con tro than canh. Ca
canh rimg mot mau chét choc. bi duodng thinh thoang thy nhimg vo thung sat hoac
thung nhua, c6 dai xung quanh nam lan 16¢ trong rimg. C6 dtra & tiéu doi udc ao mang veé
qué lam thung dung nudc an cho me. Thi ra la thung dung chat diét c6 may bay My ném
xubng ma dén béy gio co nguoi con khong hé biét.

T6i vui ddu vao nguc chong. Chua bao gio toi thuong anh nhu lac nay. Nhung qua
that trong long rat dau dén, chan chudng.

10.

Chéng t61 nhan dugc thu anh Ha Van Nénh, déng doi cti bao tin vog méi dé con
trai. Chong toi bao chon chuc trimg ga, nam ong gao nép di tham.

Nha san chon von mét minh trén qua d6i nho théap té. Cira man khép ho, tré con oe
oe khoc. Ta 16t phoi trang bo rao. Dudi gam san, ¢ con bé coi chudng, dau tron ung
khong soi toc, khong cé tay, ham hé rang loi nhe nhu khi. Toi nem nép sat hong chong,
so no can. Lai théy con tran hai dau nim cudn nhu khoanh chdo bén chan cdt nha...

Chong toi va anh Ha Vian Nénh ngd ngang mot lat réi nhan ra nhau. Anh Nénh goi
vg bé con ra chao khach quy. T6i don thang bé, khen vo anh Nénh tré. Anh bao: Con vo
trude dé ba 1an déu quai thai, di dang; so qua nd bo t61, bd ca cai dira khong thanh nguoi
dang ngdi & gam san kia di r0i. Pay 1a ¢6 vo méi.

Chuyén dang say, bong dung chong toi tai mét mat. Anh kéo anh Nénh, chi may
thung dung nudc an:

- May lay ¢ dau?

- Giai phong xong, di quy tap mo liét sy em nhét dugc ¢ rung. Luc ra quan, quang
nho 1én xe tai don vi vé Bac. Tién the ri may thang linh “ria tay gac klem cung dot vé
nha choi, nhd ching né gui ludn vé. Anh chi cdng duoc, 14y mot cai vé nha ma dung
nudc an.

Chong toi kéu gioi kéu dat. Diéc khong s¢ sting, ban anh mang cai chét vé nha.
Day 1a nhirng thung dung thudc diét co, thude phat quang. Con bé di dang kia 14 hau qua
chat doc mau da cam nhiém ngudi cha hay tir nhitng thing nay? Bay gio mit anh Nénh
dim do lai, s¢ hai thuc su.

11.

Tu hom 6 nha anh Ha Van Nénh vé, noi chuyén véi me, chong toi thuong khen
ban minh t6t s6 gip may. Sau nhiéu ngdy din do, anh quyét dinh ndi véi t6i rang anh
mudn “giai phong” cho t6i. Anh mong t6i tim hanh phtic méi va dé nhiing dira con lanh
lan. Toi ra di nhu con thuyén rdi bén cil, 6 phuc s& co phan, biét dau gip bén méi thi
cam sao dau. Cho 1a rd da cap lai, t61 cling c6 ch6én Am ma nuong than... Qua that, co luc
t6i nghi dén diéu nay. Nhung khi d6, t6i choang vang, cam thay bi bo roi. T6i lai hiéu:
thay vo hai anh Ha Vian Nénh sinh dé me tron con vudng nén anh dang hi vong véo cudc
hon nhan méi. Toi tii than. Anh khong biét rang t6i d tat kinh hon mot nam. Tét kinh vi



s¢o hai, vi stc luc kiét qué. Nhirng lan phoi x6 man tréng day phoi chi dé nhic minh
khong phai dan 6ng, ma 1a dan ba dang do tudi ba muoi; dé chong t6i da chan chudng roi
dimg & ché thém. Toi gian anh v cung.

Mot hém, anh Lang di vang, me chong toi gan hoi:

- Ttr hdm vo chdng di tham ban vé, con tinh sao?

- Cha tinh sao.

T6i gian, noi nhat gimg, chong 16n, du 1a biét vo 18. Nhung ba van nhan nhin:

- Sao oi! Khong phai me bao thang Lang bo con liy vo mai dau. Me nghi k¥ roi:
Con thuwong con, thuong thang Lang, con thwong dong ho nha chdng thi con...

- Thi con bé anh Lang chir gi? - T6i khoc bu lu bu loa. Bao nhiéu dau kho, gidn
ddi kim nén bung 1én. - Thoi me chong oi, xin me chong ding noi nita. Me chong c6
chic chéng con cudi vo méi s& dé ra dra con bu bam lanh lin nhu vo hai anh Nénh
khong?

Bit ngd, me chong t6i quy han trudc mit con dau:

- Bu lay con. Bu lay con... Con oi! Con nghi duoc vay 1a ca nha ta on con trdi bién.
Nhung con chua hiéu hét ¥ bu. Con ciing can c¢6 dra con do minh dit rudt dé ra. Nha ta
khong thé bat con 1am nguoi ¢ con hau trong nha sudt doi duoc. Toi 1am.

- Théi, bu khong phai noi nita! Con sé& lam ngay... Con lam ngay theo ¥ chong con
va bu...

Luc d6, khong mét 16i ndi chan tinh nao lot tai toi ca. Va t6i am tham chuan bi
mdt ké hoach cua riéng minh...

12.

T6i li hon nhu chay tron khoi chong Me t6i budn,  thuong con gai chi tham thiii
khoc. Khi moi viéc da nhu y dinh, lai thay minh 1a con ngbc. Nira nim roi, toi ¢ quén di
doan doi dau kho da trai qua, nhung chang thé nao quén duogc. Cang cb quén, cac hinh
anh, ky niém xua cti cang hién vé: Nhirng dém vo vo cho chong di xa. Me chdong con dau
chay ran cho nhau nhu ruét thit. Mui mo hoi chua chua trén 4o va khu6én mat sam nang
ctia chong. Pém vo chong di cit vo tom. Nam 1an sinh dé khong ra hinh ngudi. Mu mi cir
nghi minh 1a con Thudng Ludng... T4t ca déu nhu vira méi hom qua.

T6i thudng ra bo song nhin vé phia nha chong cil, khoi chiéu dang bay trén mai da.
T6i doan, con ban t6i hdm nay cho anh @n cai gi? Pém qua, nim bén vo mdi anh c6 chot
nhé t61 khong? Ngudi ta bao: dan ba da trao than cho nguoi dan 6ng nao 13 sudt doi séng
chét v6i ngudi d6. Sao t6i khong séng chét voi chong t6i?

T6i da biét minh kho vi dau. Nhung cai bua anh Tao yém ngay xua V?ln am anh
khong dut. Toi sang song, vac cubc xeng den g0 Thuong Ludng dao. Toi quyét pha tan

cai bua ndm rom hon con Thudng Ludng cbt con gai dé long t6i thanh than. Toi do cube

nhu con do hoi.

Troi xui dat khién anh Tao danh xe trau di qua dung luc t6i 161 1én mot bd xuong,
chang biét xuwong gi. T6i khoc hu hu.

- T6i bién thanh con Thudng Ludng rdi! Anh Téo oi...0i!

- Em dai d6t qua, Sao a. Ai lai tin 1061 néi vu vo cua anh cai thoi ndng ndi éy.

- Thé thi... b xuong... ndo... day?

- C6 d& xuong... con Thudng Ludng.

T6i sdy sam mat may:

- Toi v6i anh duyén phan dau vao day roi. Sao anh ctr 4m toi mai thé?



Van chan thot chan lanh tip ténh, nhin anh Tao vira gian vira thuong. Khong dap
lai 101 t6i trach moc, anh ngan nglr mot 1at rdi noi:

- Sao nay. V¢ mdi cua anh Lang vira sdo non ra mot boc, ba do dém duoc muoi
mot cuc thit d6 1om. Ctr nhu Thudng Ludng dé trang ay. Sao a...

T6i rang minh. Hai tai ong ong nhu c¢6 ngan van tiéng chudng don dap doi vao.

Anh Ling va toi, khong biét ai kho hon ai?

13.

T61 lai sang song.

Con ban t61 yeu dubi qua, khong ganh ndi “cai ng” nha chong. Co ay da bé anh
Lang di that r0i. Anh Lang dang 4m tham, lanh tanh chiu dung. Me anh 0 6m rat nang, co
dé khong qua khoi. Ba va anh Lang dang can t6i. Thuc ra, lic nay chiing toi rit can nhau.
D3 dén nude nay thi... t6i phai ging qua nét bén nudc thr mudi ba thoi.

T6i chon luc la 13 t6i sang song. Do di chuyén cubi ngay. Swong mu di bay day
trén mat nudc. Mot cai thuyén budn d6 ltra ndu an tdi, dau dénh dang sat bo. To6i nhan ra
rat nhiéu chd dat nung va lién sanh mau da luon xép diy khoang thuyén budn. Téi bun
rin chéan tay. Khiép qua! May nim nay nguoi ta dung nhimg thtr 4y nhiéu qua. Ra dén
gilra song, do cham phai nhing cai bé chudi. C6 14i do béo: “Chi chju kho ngdi, em cho!
Ttr chidu dén gid, bé chudi ¢ dau d6 troi vé bén dong 1am.” To6i nghi c6 thudng luong, ba
ba, rua, gidi boi theo day, lién 1ay sao khua dudi nudi thi khong thay vuong. Bo co lach
bé chudi ludt nhe. Vao gan bén, khong tai nao di dugc nira. Bé chudi san sat chin dang
trudc dang sau, vay chung quanh. C6 1ai do bo chéo, 1iy sao day bé chudi nay ra, bé khac
lai troi 4p vao: “Khong cap bén nay duoc dau! Quay lai thoi. Hay 1a cdp bén khac, chi
nha.” “Co gai oi! Bén nay da chot sang thi sang dén cung.” T6i cui tho tay day cac be
chubi ra. Bé tan dan xa. PO cap bén. That la ky! Toi khong cit nghia dugc chuyén gi vira
Xay ra.

Lan sang song nay vat va qua. Toi 1én hin bo, khong thiy cai bé chudi nao dudi
song nita. Po va ¢ 1ai da chui vao mu suong bén nude.

Trén thuyén budn cho cha dat nung va 1ién sanh mau da lwon, lira van lap loé¢ sang
do.

Trai sang tac Pai Lai, thang 8.2004
S.N.M

Nha van Swong Nguyét Minh

Tén that: Nguyén Ngoc Son

Sinh ngay 15 thdng 9 nam 1958

Qué quén: Lang Coi tri, xa Yén My, huyén Yén Mo, tinh Ninh Binh, Vi¢t Nam
Cép bac: DPai ta.

Nha van, nha bao.



Noi ting cong tac: Ban Sang tac - Tap chi Vin nghé Quén d6i - s6 4. Ly Nam Dé.
Ha Noi
Ong da ting 13 nguoi linh chién dau & Mat tran bién giéi Tay Nam, 1a mot trong
nhitng Quan tinh nguyén giup nhan dan Cam Pu Chia thoat khdi hoa diét ching cta bon
Pon P6t vao thang 1.1979.
Cong tac mot thoi gian dai & Hoc vién Quan y; sau d6, 6ng chuyén vé 1am bién tap
vién, Can b sang tac Tap chi Van Ngh¢ Quén Doi.
Ong di t6t nghiép: - Trudng S¥ quan Luc quan 2
- Hoc vién Chinh tri - Quan su.
- Khoa Ngit Vin - Truong Pai hoc Tong hop Ha Noi.

* TAC PHAM CHINH DA XUAT BAN:

1. Bém lang Trong Nhan (tap truyén ngan, NXB Quén doi nhan dan, nim 1998)

2. Ngudi & bén song Chau (tap truyén ngan, NXB Hoi Nha vin, nam 2001, tai ban
Nha XB Phu N, ndm 2016)

3. Trong con dai hong thuy (tap but ky, NXB Quan doi nhan dan, nam 2002)

4. bi qua dong chiéu (tap truyén ngan, NXB Thanh nién, ndam 2005)

5. Muodi ba bén nudc (tap truyén ngan, NXB Thanh nién, nim 2005, tai ban nim
2007)

6. Truyén ngin Suong Nguyét Minh (tdp truyén ngan, NXB Coéng an nhan dan,
nam 2006)

7. Cho tinh (tap truyén ngan, NXB Hoi Nha vin, nim 2007)

8. Di Huong (tap truyén ngan, NXB Hoi Nha vin, nim 2009, tai ban nim 2011)

9. Pém Thanh v cling (tap truyén ngan chon loc, NXB Hoi Nha van, nim 2011)

10. Ban 6ng chon khe nguc sau? (tdp tan van, NXB Van hoc, nam 2013; NXB
Thanh Nién nam 2020)

11. Mién hoang (tiéu thuyét, NXB Tré, 2014)

12. Trudng Sa - ky vi va gian lao. (Tap buat ky, NXB Lao Pong, nam 2017)

13. Pan ba... trong con mat dan éng. (Tap tan van, NXB Thanh Nién, nim 2019)

14. Khi dai dich thé ky Covid-19 di qua (Téap but ky-Binh luan, NXB Vian hoc,
2021)

* Giai thuong van chwong:

- Giai Tu cudc thi truyén ngan Tap chi Van Ngh¢ Quén doi, nam 1996.

- Giai Nhat cudc thi Truyén ngan, bat ky mang tén CAY BUT VANG cua Vin
hoa van nghé Cong an, nam 1998 -2001.

Giai Ba cudc thi Truyén ngan B4o Vian nghé, nam 2002 - 2004.

- Giai Ba cudc thi But ky cuia Pai tiéng noi Viét Nam, nam 2005.

- Giai Nhi cudc thi Bat ky Bado Gido duc & Thoi dai, nam 2004.

- Giai Ba cudc thi Van hoc ciia Nha Xuat Ban Thanh Nién, nam 2004.

- Giai Nhi cudc thi Truyén ngén viét vé hoc sinh - sinh vién ctia Nha Xuét Ban
Giao duc, nam 2004-2005.

- Giai nhi cuc thi Bat ky Tap chi Van ngh€ quan doi va Bién phong, nam 2004.

- Giai C tap But ky TRONG CON DAI HONG THUY - Giai thuéng 5 nam (1999-
2004) cia B6 Qudc Phong.

- Giai nhi Cudc thi truyén ngan ctia Cong an thanh phé Ha Noi.



- GIAI THUONG VAN HOQC cia Hoi Nha Van Viét Nam nim 2010 cho tap
truyén ngan D] HUONG.

- Giai thudéng Sach Hay nam 2015 cua Vién IRED va Quy Van hoa Phan Chau
Trinh cho tap tiéu thuyét Mién Hoang.

- Giai B Vin hoc - Nghé thuat dé tai Hai Quan nam 2015 cho tap but ky Truong
Sa ki vi va gian lao.

- Giai B Vin hoc - Nghé thuat 5 nam (2014 — 2019) cua Bo Qudc Phong cho tap
but ky Truong Sa ki vi va gian lao.

- Giai Tén vinh cta Giai thuong viét vé Bién gidi, Bién dao ciia Hoi Nha Van Viét
Nam, nam 2020.

Va nhiéu giai thuong phong su, kich ban phim tai liéu, bao chi khac. ..

* Quan niém veé nghé van:
Xét dén cung, van chuwong la than phdn con nguoi.

TPUHAIALUATDH ITPUYAJIOB MOEH )KU3HU
Ivione Hzyem Munw

1.

S Hanwia HOBYIO KEHY ISl CBOETO MYKa.

[Ipex/e Takoro CTpaHHOTO Clydasi HU pa3y He Obuio B nepeBHe Menxal.
Hegectoii Moero my»xa crana Mos Jiydllasl MoJpyra, 3acujeBliasicsa B neBkax. Ei
ObUT HY)KE€H MYX, CTPacTh KaK €l XOTeJI0Ch UMETh 3aKOHHOPOXKICHHOTO peOeHKA.
S crana st HUX CBaxol, BMECTE C APY3bSIMHU U POJICTBEHHUKAMHU KEHUXA XOAUiIa
Ha CMOTPUHBI, yCTpanBaja CBATOBCTBO U BBEJA B JIOM HEBECTY.

Korna wrpamu cBags0y, TO OBUIO M Becelo, W TPYCTHO, a €lIle
YyBCTBOBAJIACH HEJIOBKOCTh CUTyalllH. Kak TOJIbKO HOBas KE€HA BOIIUIA B CHAJIBHIO,
s, CTUCHYB 3yOBbl, BbIOEKaTa BOH U3 JJOMa 4Yepe3 3aJHIOI0 JBEPh, YTO Bela B Cal.
[IpmwkaB K rpyIyd MENIOK C TMOXUTKaMu, s Oekalia, 3aJMBascCh Cjle3aMu, B TOT
MOMEHT sI HHUYEro He cooOpakaja, HOTHM CaMH HECIM MEHs K NpPUCTaHH, TIe 5

KIIMKHYJIA4 JIOAOYHHUKA U BCPHYJIACh B OTUYMU JOM.

! Menxa — B Ha3BaHUM TOU JACPCBHU 3aJI0KCHO CJIOBO «THXHfI», «CIIOKOMHBIN.



[TocoBHIIa IIACUT: JKEHILMHA ITPOXOAMT 3a CBOKO )KU3Hb YEPE3 ABEHAILATh
npuyanoB. MHe IOBE3JI0 MEHBUIE, YEM JAPYIMM JKCHIIMHAM. B MOeW KU3HHU
OKa3aJIOCh TPUHAALATH IIPUCTAHEH.

2.

[lepBblii pa3 s poxana JHEM.

[To nmynHoMy KajeHnzapro ObLI HATBIA Mecsl, BpeMs OKOHYaHHUs cOopa
ypokas, s TpuHecia paboTHuUKaMm o0en mpsMo B moje. B sToTr MomeHT Ha
OCTABILIMICS HECKATBIM PHUC OIPOMHOM Tyyed Hajerena capaHda. Bce, KTo
paboTan Ha nose, moOpocaIu CepIibl U CTAIU JOBKO JIOBUTh PyKaMU HEIPOIIEHbBIX
rocrer. f Toxke MPUCOEOUHWIACH K OXOTE HA CapaH4dy: TOMYACh HA TOpPYALIEH U3
BOJIBI CTEpHE — XJIFON-XJIFOI?, coOMpaia B PyKy 3THX TBapeil. Kak u ciemosaio
0’KHJIaTh, y MEHS pa300JIesicsl ’KUBOT, CHavasia 00Jib OblIa €/1Ba 3aMETHOM, a TOTOM
craja HecTepmuMon. S TyT ke Opocmia B HOH® BCIO NMONMAaHHYIO CapaHdyy M
CXBaTWJIACh pyKaMH 3a XHUBOT. He ycmema oWt OO0 Kpas IOJIsI, KaK CTaJId
OTXOAUTH BOJBI, IITAHBl OKA3AJIHUCh MOJHOCTHIO MOKpBIMU. S mo3Bana myxka. OH,
OoTOpPOCHB B CTOpPOHY CHON pHCa, KOTOPBII Tak M HE YCIEJ CBA3aThb, B IMAHUKE
KHMHYJICSl KO MHE M HA pyKaxX OTHEC MEHS Ha HEBBICOKHI MPUTOPOK PSIOM C HOJIEM.
CBEKpOBb, HECMOTPSI HA PACTEPSIHHOCTb, BEJEJIa CBOEMY IUIEMSHHUKY CO BCEX HOT
OexaTh 3a O0aOkoi-noBuTyxoi. Ho ObLI0 yXe Mo3aHO: s pa3poawiiach MpsMO Ha
Kparo 1oJid, JIe’Ka Ha BJIAYXKHOM 3eMJle CpPeH TOJIbKO YTO Cpe3aHHBIX cTeOsel puca
Y BBIIPAHHOM C KOPHEM CTEPHHU.

«OH, 00xe X Thl MOH... 0X... ax!» - 3aBonuia cBeKpoBb. Eil crano mypHo,
M OHa TOBalWiIach Ha pa3OpocaHHbIE CHOMBI puca. S depe3 cuily cmoria
IPUTIOAHSTHCS, YTOO OCMOTPETh, YTO TaM y MEHSI MEX]ly HOT, M TYT K€ MoTepsiia
CO3HaHMeE: rojioBa 0€3BOJIBLHO 3aBaJIUIIACh HAOOK.

Hukorma He cMmory 3a0BIThb KPUK CBEKPOBH M KYCOK MsiCa, KOTOPBIA s
IIpou3Besa TOTla Ha CBET. B ronoce CBEKpOBU CMEIIAINCH Y)Kac UM OTYAsTHUE. Y

MCHs B IMaMATH OTIICYATAJIOCh, YTO Y OKPOBABJIICHHOI'O KYCKa MsCa OBL1 JIMIIb

2 B MoMeHT cbopa ypoKas PUCOBOE MOJIE OCTAETCS 3AIMTHIM BOJIOM.
3 HoH — ToJIOBHOM y0Op KOHUYECKOU (POPMBI U3 MAIbMOBBIX JIUCTHEB.



KPYIJIbIA YEpHBIA POT, OH TO OTKPBIBAJICS, TO 3aKpbIBAJICS, TaK JeJaeT pblda Ha
Oepery mnepea cMepTblo, XBarag pToM Bo3ayx. Ko mHe cOexanuch Bce, KTO
paboTan B moje, OHU, OYHUIASl PYKH WM HOTU OT TIpsi3u, OMYCTHJIUCh Ha KOJICHU
BOKPYI MeHs. «/lyll [TOMOM 3a IIIMHSHOW IUIOIIKOM C KPBIIIKOW, ITOJIOKHUM €20
TyJa, OTHECEM Ha XOJIM MassiHr U 3aKonaeM TaM». S He cMmoria MOHATh, KTO 3TO
npeoxmi. «He Hano... [TonoxuMm eco Ha OT U3 cTebeil OaHaHA U ITyCTUM IO
peke». Y mocnplanuch TOPOIUIUBBIE YAAISIOIUECS 1Iark 10 pPUCOBOMY KHUBBIO,
3QJINTOMY BOJIOM — XJIFOII-XJIFOIL. . .

... 51 He BBIXOAMIA U3 AoMa. ['1a3a omyxJin OT HECKOHYAEMBIX ciie3. Myx
Bc€ Oompire Momuan. beim MpayHee Tydw, HO KO MHE OTHOCWJICS C BHUMaHHUEM U
3a00TOH, CIIOBHO BbIXa)KUBaJl Masoe AUTa. CBEKpOBb, IVIsA/I1 HA MEHS, U3HbIBAJIA OT
Topsi, ClIe3bl TaK U KaTHIUCH 0 mekaM. OHa MeHsI O4Y€Hb JIFOOMIa, MBI C Heil ObuTH
KaK MaTh ¢ J04ephio. S, OyaTO He3acIy>)KeHHO HaKa3aHHBIA peOCHOK, 3aUKasiCh OT
obub1, OopMoTana:

- Mawma! U 3a 9ro... MHE ... BCE 3T0?

CBEKpOBB TSKEINIO B3IOXHYNA!

- B Hamem poxay Bce KWW ¢ MUPOM, HUKOMY HUKOTAA HE JIEJalH 3J1a, 3a
YTO K€ TeOe MOCIaHbl TAKNE UCTIBITAHUS?

B 3TOT MOMEHT MO My BOLIEI B KOMHATY, JAEp’Ka B PyKax YalHUK C
OTBapoM peAkux TpaB. OT yCIBIIIAHHBIX CJIOB OH COAPOTHYJCS, YaHUK IOJETel
Ha 1ol — 6ax u pa3dmiacsa. TeMHO-KeNThIi 0TBap Pa3nuiCs OOJBIION JTyXKei 1o
KOMHATe, TYCTOM nap MOAHSUICS K OTOJIKY.

Menst myuunna 6ecconnunia. OmHaXApl TTyOOKON HOYBIO MHE TPUBHIIEICS
COH, B KOTOPOM COCEJIN-KPECThSHE B IIOTPEIIAHHBIX HOHAX, [IOBAJIMBILIKCH HA TPABY,
NOKYpUBaJIM Ta0aK B OKUJAHUM, KOTAA OH 3310XHETCA. [10TOM OHUM MOJIOXKUIN e2o
B MIMHSHYIO TUIOLIKY LBETA YIPsl, HAKPBUIM KPBIIIKOW U OTHECIN Ha X0AM Ma3sHr,
rae u 3apelid. B npyroil pa3s s yBuzaena BO CHE, KaK OH Ha IUIOTY U3 creOuei
OaHaHa TPOILIBIBAI MUMO TIPUCTaHH TI0 peke XoaHrioHT. K Hemy momobOpanach

OMYTHI/II_[a - PCYHOC 4YyIulIcC B 00MKe JKCHINWHBI € YCPHBIMU JJIMHHBIMH



pacHylieHHbIMU BOJIOCAMH, FOJIBIMU OJIEAHBIMU IUIEYaMU, HAIUTOMN IPy/blo, KaK y
KOpMSIIEN MaTepu, KPENKUM TEJIOM, HAa pyKax M HOTaxX MEXIy HalbLlaMH y 3TOTrO
cyliecTBa OblTM nepenoHku. OMyTHMIIA CTajla TOJKATh IUIOT K Oepery. Sl Havana
OUTbCS B UCTEpPUKE, UCTOIIHO Kpuya: «BepHu MHe moe auts. BepHu ceifuac xe
Moe AuTs...» IlpocHyBIIMCH, s yBUIENA, YTO MYX JEPXKHUT MEHs, KPENKO
00XBaTUB MOE€ TeJO pykamMu. MeHs JMXopaauiio, s ObUla B XOJOJHOM IIOTY.
dyTtbonka Myxka Toxke OblIa MOKpasi OT MOTa, €My MHPUIUIOCH MOTPATUTh MHOTO
CHJL, UTOOBI YJ€pKaTh MEHS, KOT/ia 1 BO CHE MeTajach 110 KPOBATH. ..

3.

S momuro, 510 GbUIO JeTo roga Cumero Jpakona®. V Hac Ha paBHUHE
JOKIM HE LIUIM, @ BOT B TOPax JIUJIO LETyto Henento. M Ha Hamm kpast o0pyInsiioch
HaBogHeHue. [loToku BOaBI, Oypyis, HECIH BCAKHA MYyCOp, APEBECHYI THWIb,
CBEXHE CIIOMAaHHBIC BETKH... B momHOUYb mpopBano AaMOy Ha pexe XOAaHIJIOHT.
Boga ¢ peBoM xJibIHy/Ia B J€peBHIO. 3aBbuld coOaku. Kypbl MOAHSIN NEPENonoX.
ByliBOJIbI ¥ KOPOBBI BBIOWIIM BOpOTa 3aroHa. Ko3bl, OXpUIMIIKE OT HEMPEPHIBHOIO
OJiesiHuUS, TIBITAIMCH BBIPBATHCS U3 XJIeBa. MeCTHBIE KUTENU B MaHUKE OexXallu OT
HABOJIHEHUS, TaK OOBIYHO MOKHJIAIOT MATEXKHbIE 3eMiid. Sl ycrena B300OpaThCsl Ha
OaHbsH, pOCIIMI Ha OKpauHe AepeBHU. [loHOUM MpoBena Ha BEPXYILKE JepeBa, TO
W JIeJI0 30BS Ha IOMOLIp MaMy. bosulack HE CTOJIBKO HAaBOJIHEHHS, CKOJBKO
PEYHOr0 Yy0BHILA, TIHYBUIETO MEHS B BOJY.

Jlyna tyckiio cBetwia. baHbsIH W30 BCEX CHJI TBITAICS MPOTUBOCTOSITH
OylieBaBIIEMy HAaBOAHEHHIO. MEHs My4yus Toloj, s Oblla CHJIBHO HM3MOTaHa.
Cpeaun HOuM BOJAA MOAMBLIA KOPHU JIEPEBA, OHO PYXHYJO, U BOJHBIM MOTOK MTOHEC
MEHSI HEU3BECTHO Ky/1a.

YTpoM cieayrouiero JHs, Npuas B ceds, S yBUeNa, YTO MEHs BBIHECTIO Ha
xomM OMyTHHIBL Y €ro MOJHOXHs Oypiwmia Boda. A Ha BepIIMHE COOpanioch
IOJIHO HApoOAy: KTO-TO CTOsI, KTO-TO CHJed. bbUlo HEBO3MOXKHO pa3odparh, KTO

yT0 ropopui. I1éc nmo xknnuke Bon OecnipecTaHHO Jasil, 4YeM Hal0€eNl BCEM BOKPYT.

41964 rop.



Mos mama, muada M CMESCh OT paJOCTH, yBepsiia MeHd: «I91to OMyTHHIA
BBITAIlMIA TE€OS Ha MPUCTaHb, a MOTOM MpHHECHAa Clofa, Mos Aodypka!» S or
HEJJOYMEHHUS 2 pa3uHyJia poT...

Korma MHe ObLIO mIECTHaALATh JE€T, K HaM B JEPEBHIO Ha MPAKTUKY
npuexanga Trpynmna CTYyIEHTOB € IpernojaaBaTesneM HcTopud. OHM HaHAIM Hac,
neTe u3 phIOalKMX ceMel, BECTH pacKonku Ha xoamMe OwmyTHuusl. S
MO3HAKOMIJIACh C OJTHUM U3 CTYACHTOB, TApPEHbKOM 10 UMeHH Tao, oH ObLT pogoM
u3 aepeBHu Menxa. ¥V Hero Obula IpUATHAs HApPYKHOCTb, HAJI0 MHOM OH YaCTEHbKO
NOATPYHUBAI. MBI KOBBIPSUIMCH B 3€MJIE LIEJIYIO HEJEIIO, 32 3TO BPEMS OTKONAIIN
JWIIb PAKyIIKW, KOCTH KaKHX-TO >KMBOTHBIX J1a JOCKY OT rpo6a. Korma mer ctanu
OpocaTh 3eMJII0 0OpaTHO B BBIKOMAHHYIO sIMY, Tao KMHYJ Ha JHO 4y4yelo B BUJIE
COJIOMEHHOM KYKJIbI-I€BUYOHKHU. S| mOMHTEpEcOBanach: «3a4eM Thl 3TO CAEHAN?»
«5l X0uy yCTpOUTH €11 TOXOPOHBL. Teno y Hee JeBUOHKH, a Aymia — OMyTHULbL Ta,
4YTO MEHS MOJIOOUT, a MOTOM OpOCHUT, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB PEXHETCS M CTaHET 3TUM
CaMbIM PEYHBIM YyAOBHILEM». Bce Ipyrue CTyIeHThl TaK U IPBICHYJIH CO CMEXY.
4 ke cMyTHIIach M HE 3Haja, KaK pearupoBarh Ha 3TH cioBa. I1o3xe, korga y Hac
HAa4aJINCh IIYpBI-MYpPBL, s cnpocwia y Tao mpo TO camoe 4Yydesno, OH JIMIIb
3araJIoYHo YJIBIOHYJICSI, HO HUYETO HE OTBETHUIL.

[Torom mpowusonuia emie ofHa CKaHAalbHas uctopusd... Ha HOuHOM Hebe
cBeTWia JyHa. TyMaH HU3KO CTiaics Haj pekoi. Boga ¢ mrymMoM 3anuBanach B
nernepy, oOpa3oBaBIIYIOCS B CKAIMCTOM Oepery. B 3ToT mo3mHwmii wac gomou
BO3BpAILAJICS NPOMBIIUIABIIAN BOPOBCTBOM NapeHb M3 AepeBHU Menxa. Emy
HY>KHO OBUIO TIepeOpaThbes Ha IPYTYI0 CTOPOHY PEKH, a BCE JIOMOYHHUKH YXKE JaBHO
cnanu. Torga oH pemmI pas3ieTbes, YKPENUTh Ha TOJIOBE KOTOMKY CO BCEM, YTO
HABOPOBAJ, U MepeIuIbITh peKy. He ycnen oH emie cHATh py0axy, Kak CKBO3b TYMaH
YBHJIEN BBIIUIBIBABIIYIO M3 Iemepsl JIoAKy. OHa Jerko ckojib3mia mo Boje. Ha
KOpME CHJIeNa JIeByIlIKa ¢ HEOPE)KHO HAKMHYTOM Ha Iuieuu KopTol. «3anezait!
nepeBe3y Te0s!» - mpeiokiia He3HAaKOMKa. JTOT TUII HE Pa3AyMbIBasi CO BCEM

HaBOPOBAHHBIM IIPBITHYJ B YCJIH. Ha CCpCANHC PCKU, BUIA, YTO BOKPYI' HU OYIIH,



a B JIOJJKE C HUM — OjHa Oe33allluMTHas JEBYIIKA, OH CTaJl MPUCTaBaTh K CBOEH
OonmarogerensHuIle. Torma neBymika HbIpHyda B Bomy. CoOna3HHUTENnbs ycren
pa3risAieTh, UTO y HEE BBIIIE IMOsACA - TEJIO YEJIOBEKA, a HUKE — XBOCT SILIEPULIBI,
MEXJy TajbllaMHd PYK W HOT — TMEPENOHKH, TOYb-B-TOUb Kak y Jsrymek. OH
CTPYXHYJ He Ha myTKy! Benpb nossi, uto 310 — OmyTHHIIA. OH e11e U coo0pa3uTh
HE YyCIIell, 4YTO €My JieJlaTh, KaK U3 BOJIbI IOKA3aJIUCh TOJI0BAa, OEJbIe IJICYH U TPYyIU
NeBYIIKU. J[ByMs pykamMu OHa yxBaTujach 3a OOpT JIOJKM M HakpeHwia ee. Boxa
XJIBIHYJIA B CYJCHBIIIKO, 1 OHO CTAaJI0 TOHYTh. | pabUTENb-COBpATUTEIND MOIIEN KO
JIHY, BJIOBOJIb HAIMBIIKCHh PEYHON BOJBI. A MOTOM KakK OYATO KTO-TO BBIOPOCHII
ero Ha Oeper. Becb mporka, 0OH cO Bcex HOT Opocuiics HayTeK. Y ceOs 3a CITUHOMN
ycablman okpuk: «9#, Tei! A Bemu?» [lapenb oOepHyscs. ITo OblIa BCe Ta K€
neBymka. Ho omera ona 6pta, kak mogobaer. Ee kodra u mTaHsl ObIIH CYyXHMH.
ItaHuHBI, MOABEPHYTHIE 10 KOJEH, OOHa)xanu Oenble MYCKYJIUCThIe MKpbl. OHa
MPOTAHYJa CBOEMY TMacCaXHpy 3a0bITYyI0 MM Ha JHE JIOJAKH KOTOMKY C
HarpaOJeHHBIM TOOpPOM, KOTOpasi TOKE OKa3zajach COBEPIIEHHO CYXOH, a MOTOM
cela Ha Becia, W JIOJKa ucYe3jga B TymaHe. Tak 3HaA4yuT, HE ObUIO HHUKAKOU
OmyTtHunb?!  Yymb kakas-to! Told HOUBIO 3TOT BOpIOTa MOTEPSUT MOKOM M Ha
MOJIF0/1a TOMEIIAJICA PACCYIKOM. ..

Bonnoe uygoBuine M pedyHas NpPUCTaHb, KaK 4YTO-TO MHU(PUYECKOE U
3araJlouHoe, € MaJjbIX JIET BOLUIM B MOIO JKU3Hb.

4.

Moero myxa 3Banu Jlanr. Elle 10 Hallero 3HakOMCTBA OH YIIIEN B apMUIO.
[lepen TeM, Kak HampaBUThH HA PPOHT, €My IMO3BOJIIN ChE3IUTH IOMOU B OTITYCK.
Torna oH emie He coOupalicsl KEHUTHCS U BCE MEPBbIC JHU IMPOBEN B TYJISHKAX.
TonbKO MOJ KOHEL OTIIyCKa, KOTJa €ro MaTh CTajla MPOSBISATh HACTOMYUBOCTD, OH
3aHAJICSl TIOMCKaMH HEBECTHI, HO 0e3 ocoboro pseHus. Berperun mens. B To Bpems
s TOpeBajia Mo MoruodiieMy Ha BOMHE BO3IIO0JICHHOMY.

Hama cBaneOHas mpoueccus IuiblIa Ha JIOAKax 1o peke. [lpuyanumm k

IIPpUCTaHH, BCC BBICAAUINCH HA 6€p€I‘ n XaaJIki, Koraa s COP'IIIy C KYBIIMHOM BOJBbI,



qTO0OBI OOMBITH HOTH CBEKpOBU. He 3Haro, Korma mosBuiics 3ToT oObrdaii. ['oBopsT,
YTO CBEKPOBb M HEBECTKA BEUYHO >KMBYT HE B Jaay Apyr ¢ apyrom. U eciu
HEBECTKa 0OMOET HOTH CBEKPOBH, TO TEM CaMbIM PAacIOJIOKHUT ee K cebe. Ilepen
TE€M, KaK HaBCErJa BBIMYCTUTh MEHS W3 OTYEro J0Ma, MOS MaTh Bpy4WJia MHE
HEOOJIBITION KYBIIIWH, CACTAHHBIA W3 BBICYIICHHOW THIKBBI-TOPJISIHKYA, W JIajia
MOCJICAHUE HACTABJICHUS, KaK 1000aeT BECTH ce0s B JIoME MyXKa.

OOBIYHO BaXKHBIE MOMEHTBHI B >KM3HHM YEJIOBEKAa CPAaBHUBAIOT C PEUHBIMU
npuyanamMu. B kW3HM JKEHIIMHBI UX ObIBaeT JBeHaAIaTh. B To Bpems, korma s
BBIXO/IMJIA 3aMYX, 51 HE 3HAJIa, HA KAKOM I10 CUETYy Mpuyaje Haxoauaach.

Ot npuctanu Hama cBajaeOHas mpolleccus JBUHYJAch Aanbliine. M Bapyr
MOCHBIIAJICA KPUK: «FEdicenu 6cs monodedcv Oydem maxas, Kaxk s, Mo Mbl
nomepsiem pooury!» Bce BCTpeneHyIuCh U CTAId CIpalllMBaTh APYr Yy JApyra, B
yeM geno. B Tom, kTo kpuyai, s y3Hana Tao. Ha rpynu y Hero Bucena HeOoJbIIas
KpyTJias TUIETeHKA, Ha KOTOPOI M3BECThIO OBLIO HamucaHo: «S — naeseptup» S He
MOTJ1a TIOBEPUTH, YTO YEJIOBEK C 3TOM MJIETEHKOW — TOT CaMbli MapeHb, KOTOPOTO A
aro0uiia U Kotoporo cumtana moruOmuM. Korma Ha ceBepe BreTHama Haudanmach
BOWHA M HEOO 3aBOJIOKJIO YEPHOM MEICHOM OT pBaBIIMXCA OOMO W CHApsIOB,
1IKOJa, B KOTOpo# yuuiics Tao, 3akpbliach, W BCE MapHU U3 €0 Kiacca yIUIM Ha
¢dbpont. IIpomnura MonBa, 4To caM OH Troj Ha3aja morud moj obdcTpeaoM. A BOT
TENepb KTO-TO CTajl YBEPSAThb, YTO OH, HUCIYraBUIMCh CMEPTH Ha TMEPEIOBOM,
IPUCTaBWI K JI€BOM TsiTke ayio kapabura CKC® u ... HaXaa Ha CIIyCKOBOM
KpIOYoK. Jlpyrue meITaauch €ro 3allyilarh, JI€CKaTh, Koraa Tao YMCTUI PYKbeE,
MPOU30IIET CAMOINIPOU3BOJIBHBIN BICTpE. ETo BRITHAIM U3 YacTH, U, OKa3bIBACTCH,
BOT YK€ HECKOJBKO JHEW, KaK OH BEpPHYJICS B POJAHBIC Kpass. MecTHbIE BJIACTH
HaIlpaBWIM €r0 Ha MPHUHYJIUTENIbHBbIC paOOThl — JIeMUTh Kupnuud. I[lo Beuepam
OTIOJTYCHITHI KOHBOMPOBAJIM €r0 Yepe3 BCIO JICPEBHIO, BBICTABIISAS Ha BceoOIee
ocyxaenue. M BoT ceituac Tao, xpomas, Taliuics 1o J0pore, a 3a HUM CJIE0BAIIN

KOHBOMPBI C HANpaBJICHHBIMU B e€ro cnuHy ctBosamu AK-44. 3a Humu rypn0Ooit

> KC - camo3apsabiii kapadun CUMOHOBA



Oexana mepemMaszaHHas AeTBOpa, ropjaHs XopoM: «Eowcenu 6csa monooedico 6yoem
maxas, Kax s, mo Mol nomepsiem pooury!» 51 nuia psaoMm ¢ MyXeMm, elie CKpbIBas
CMSITEHHE, OXBATHUBILIEE MOIO TyIIY.

CBanbOy chIrpany HakaHyHE OTbe3/a JIaHra B BOMHCKYIO 4acTb. Y e3xkall
OH JIaJIeKO, U HE M3BECTHO OBLJIO, KOT/Ia BEpHETCS. My XOPOXOPHIICS, TIBITAACH HE
NOKa3bIBaTh I€4ajb, KOTOpas Ipbi3ia emy cepaue. [IpocTUBIIMCEH ¢ KaXKIbIM I10
ouepeau, OH pa3BEPHYJICSA U OBICTPO MOIIET CO JABOPA, CJIOBHO OMACAsACh, YTO, €CIIN
HOMEJUIUT, TO TaK U OCTAHETCS JIoMa.

S.

Korna xeHa B pasiyke ¢ My»eM, COTHH THICSY TE€p3aHUIl BBINIAIAIOT HA €€
JI0JII0, TO OJHO CTpaJaHue, TO APYyroe. bpiBanu yKacHO JUIMHHBIE HOYM, KOTJA 5
0e3 cHa MeTanach Mo kpoBatu. JIexxa B OIMHOKOM MOCTENH, OOHUMAIa TOAYIIKY U
TOoCKoBasia 1Mo MyxXy. Jlo camoro yrpa Bopoudanach ¢ 00Ky Ha Ook. JloctaBama
CTapylo BBILBETIIYI0 pyOaxy My)ka M yThlKajach B Hee juuoM. OT 3TOro eme
OCTpee OLIYIIAJOCh MIEMAIIEE YYBCTBO PA3JIyKH, €II€ CUJIbHEE MEHS W3BOJAMIIA
nevanb. Camble ke OO0JIbLINE MyYEHHs] HAUMHAIUCH C MPUOIMKEHUEM 3aIPETHBIX
JHEH, Korga mapis AJis JKEHIIMHBI CTAaHOBUTCS IJIaBHBIM MaTepuaioM. ['pynb
kameHena u Oonena. Cocku craHoBWIKMCH TBepAbiMH. lllexku ropenu ornem. B
rjla3ax MOSBJSUICS HE3JOpoBbIM Oieck... B romoBe BepTenoch JMIIb OJHO
KeJlaHne — 9YTOOBI cefvac e BEPHYIICA MYK.

He mo3HaBmIyro 3amaxa My»XYHUHBI JEBYIIKY MEPENOTHAIOT CTHIIJIMBOCTh U
JHOOOMBITCTBO, a YK€ BKYCHBIIYIO apoMaT JIOBU JKEHUIMHY  pa3auparoT
HECKpOMHBIE kenanus. [lo HodaMm, pacmiacTaBmIMCh HA KPOBATH, sl MPUKUMAla K
cebe MOAYyHIKy, Ha JMLIO HadpachlBaJla MYXHHUHY pyOaliky, Haclaxaasch
OCTaTKaMH €ro 3araxa, U BCSIKHWE MBICIIHU JIe37M MHE B royioBy. Korga cranoBuioch
HEBMOTI'OTY, IIIJ]Ja MOJIOTUTh PUC U MOJIOTHJA JI0 camoro ytpa. Wnm mocraBana u3
KOJIOZIAa CTYAEHYI0 BOAY M pa3oM BbUIMBaJla Ha ceOs BEIpO, IBITAACh TaKUM
0o0pa3oM 3aluTh OTOHb CTPAcCTH B CBOeH nymie. Mimu ke JoXuiIach B KpOBaTh K

CBCKPOBH, HAJACACH B 3allaXC €C TCJId YJIOBHUTD 3allaX €C ChbIHA.



CBekpoBb Bce noHumana. OHa caMa mepexusa roAbl 0XXKHAAHUS CBOETO
My>ka. BTUXOMOJIKY 10CTaB M3 CyHAyKa CTapble TPYChI CbIHA, OHA MOJOXKHUIIA UX B
Ta3 C BOJOM W TMpolapuia Ha OrHE, BOJAS HAaJ HHUMH pPyKaMH M 4YTO-TO
npuroBaprBas. CBEKpOBb PaCCUUTHIBANA, YTO ATOT CTAPUHHBIN HAPOAHBIN 00bIuai
IPUAACT CIIOKOMCTBHE HEBECTKE HA BPEMS PA3IyKH C MYKEM.

B nepesnu HMenxa, rae BbIpoC U KU MO MyX, ObLJIO JIB€ MpUCTaHU. Ta,
YTO BBIIIE MO TEUCHUIO, CTajla MECTOM KYIAaHUs KCHIIHWH, a Ha Ty, YTO HUXKE IO
TEUEHUIO, MPUXOJUIN OCBEKHUTHCS MYKUMHbL. OT ONHOW MPUCTAHU JI0 APYrou
OBLJIO HECKOJIBKO COTEH IIaroB. /eByIIKU, HE CHUMAs OJICK/IbI, 3aXO/IUIIU B PEKY,
U 4eM TIyOke OHM CTyHaJH, TEM BBIIIC MOJHUMAIH CBOM KO(THI, 4TOOBI HE
3amounTh ux. Korjga Boja nmoxoauna 1o rpyiu, OHM HaOpachlBalld HIDKHIOKO YacTh
KO(THI HA TOJIOBY HMJIM )K€ CHUMAJIH €€ M, CKOMKaB, Opocaiu Ha Oeper.

OpHaxapl BO BpeMsl TaKOro KyHaHUS CO MHOM CIIydyusach HENpUSTHas
ucropusi. Hauanoce BCE ¢ TOro, 4yTo ABa OMOTYEHUA WU UX KOMAHAUP YTJSIETU C
Oepera, KaK B peKe IJICHIETCA JEBYIIKa, €€ Oelble MIeUYd TO MOSIBISUIUCH Hal
BOJIOH, TO CKPBIBAJIUChH B BOJIHAX. BApyr mocielmaics TpOMKUM BCIUIECK, U PAJIOM
C JIEBYILIKOM MOSIBWJIACH T'0JIOBA NapHs. M3nanu Morio nokasatbes, 4to OMyTHHULIA
Hanayia Ha dyenoBeka. Ho Te, uto ObuiH Ha Oepery, y3Haiu, 4To 3To Obutn s U Tao.
Komanaup MecTHOro ONoJYEHHs Ha AyX HE MEPEHOCHII I€3€PTUPOB, a TAKIKE BCEX
T€X XPOMBIX, KOCOIJIa3bIX, KPUBOPYKUX, HEJIOHOMIEHHBIX..., KOTOPBHIX HE
NOChUIAIM Ha TmepeaoByro. OcCTaBIIMCh JOMa, OHUM HEPEAKO MpUyHapsiiu 3a
KEHAMU TeX, KTO B TO caMOe BpeMs 11es 1o mysiu. Ero coGcTBeHHast Cynpy>KHUIIA
TOHECIa OT mapHs ¢ 6apku. U Terneps 3TOT KOMaHIUP, HEHABUS BECh OCNBIN CBET,
BBICJICKMBAJI JKEHIIUH W3 CBOEW JIEPEBHU, 3aBOJMBIIMX HA MPUYAJIE IIAIIHUA C
JIOI0YHUKAMHU.

YtoObI onpaBAaThCs, S MPOKpUYAIa;

- Kynanace, u HaTe Bam, HOT'Y CBEJIO. ..

Tao ¢ mepenyry pacrepsiicst ObLTO, HO IOTOM HAIIIEJICS, YTO CKA3aTh!



- Exan mMmmo Ha Tenere, OyiBojia IMOTOHsI. Bapyr crieliy, KTO-TO Ha
IMOMOIIb 30BET. ..

Komanaup omnoiadeHIieB, CKpUBUB I'yOBbl, ¢ MPE3PEHUEM OTUUTAN €TO:

- M3-3a TOrOo, 4TtOo THI camM cebe HOTy MPOCTPENII, H3-3a TBOETO
JIE3EPTUPCTBA MONUIM HACMAapKy BCE HAIA YCIIEXH 3a MOCIeaHue mATh Jiet. Hama
0OIIMHA JI0 3E€PHBIIIKA BBITIONHSJIA TIJIaH 110 PUCY, B apMHUIO OTIPaBiIsiia MY>KHKOB
cTporo 1o pasHapsake. M Ha Tebe — copBaiu THUIOBYIO MOJUTHUKY. B1ob6aBok mu3-3a
Te0s y TOro, KTO ceiuac Ha (ppoHTE, Ha JyIIIE TOITHO. A eIlle BhIIyMbIBACIIh YYIIIb
pazHyto npo OMyTHHIly. CKOJIBKO JKMBY, CJBIXaJ JIMIIL O TOM, Kak OMyTHHIIA
JIOJIEH cracaeT, W HUKOT/AA HE JOBOIWIOCH y3HATh, 4TOOBI deaoBeKk OMYyTHHILY
BbI3BOJISI. Uyto, uro OMyTHHUIIA — BOT 3Ta TOJICTYIIIKA, YTO B PEKE IUICHIETCS.
Panu Hee-To THI 1 cUranyn B BOJY...

Onomuennel noBenu Tao m «OMyTHHIly», TO €CTb MEHS, B CEJIbCOBET
COCTaBJISITh MPOTOKOJI. Tao B OAHUX TPycCax KOBBUIAI M03aau BceX. « OMyTHHUIIA»
[UIa B HAMOKIIMX YEPHBIX IITaHAX W3 IeJKa, IPWIMIIINX K HoraM, KopTy e
HaJIeTh HE JIaJid, CBEPXY IPEJIECTH IIPUKPHIBAJI JIUIIH JTU(UHK, €T0 TOXKE OBLJIO XOTh
oTxuMai. I'onpie meun «OMyTHMIBDY 3alvdBajl JIYHHBIM cBeT. Cpenb J0poru
KOMaHJIUP HU C TOTO HH C CETO MO3BOJIMJ €l HAISUIUTh Ha ce0st KOYTY U OTITYCTHII
BocBosicu. CBoe perieHHe OH OO0BsCHMI Tak: «OTmyckar TeOs TOJBKO H3-3a
YBaXEHUS K TOMYy, KTO CeHYac Ha TIepelIoBOH OBET aMEpPHKAaHIICB M WX
NPUCHEIIHUKOBY. Sl ycrena Juillb YyThb OTOWTH OT HEro, Kak yciblaia y ceds 3a
criuHoOM OpaHb: «BoT morackymka! Bee camMku - U3MEHIIUIIB! »

«Bce camku — m3MeHmMub»? Jla, MHE ITOBOAWIOCH BUJETh B 3apPOCIAX
O0amMOyka, Kak XyIIoIIuid Ooromoj-caMer] KapaOKajcs Ha CIHHY CaMKH C
oonprymuM OproxoMm. CremaB cBoe €O, caMell paszkajl HOTM M, KaK TOJIBKO
CIIOJI3 C CaMKH, Cpa3y 3aBAIWJICS Ha CIIMHY, TaK n3HemMor. CaMka TyT K€ BCIIOpoJia
€My CBOCH IIMIACTON HOTOHM JKMBOT M CTaJla BBHIPHIBATh OTTYJla KYCOUKH O€JIoro
Msica 0 T€X MOP, MOKA TaM HUYETO HE OCTAIOCH. | OBOPSIT, y CKOPITIMOHOB TaKas e

HCTOPHUA. Onu JAacCTATCA, CIIapHUBArOTCsA, IIOCJIC 3TOro CaMeCl BCCria IIaaacT OT



ycranoctu 6e3 cui. CaMka TyT ke pa3BOpayuBaeTCsl K CBOEMY HHTUMHOMY JIpYTY
U TIO’KUPAET €TO0.

Kak 3T0 npoucxoauT y CKOPIMOHOB, CAMOM MHE BUJIETh HE IPUXOAWIOCH.
A BOT CBUIETEIBHUIIEH TPArnIECKOTO NCX0/1a TFOOOBHBIX CTPACTEH Y yKeH s Obla.
Oto s Habmrogana Ha npyay Bak. Korga camka cOpaceiBana ctapyro MIKypy, camerl
BCE ATO BpeMs ObLI pAJIOM C Hel, odeperai ee, MPUHOCHII ei 100bIuy, YTOObI OHA
Morjia oJKpenuThbes. Korna e oT CcBOero cTaporo «4yjika» U30aBUiICS caMell U
ocnabJIeHHBI MpUXoAua B cels, caMKa MpuBeia K HOpe Apyroro xeHuxa. OHu
3aHSUTUCH JIFOOOBBIO MPSAMO MEPE]T CAMBIM HOCOM TOJIBKO YTO MOJUHSIBLIETO camiia.
A mocre 3TOTo MmapodYka Coxpaia ero, OemaHsra ObUI Tak U3MOXICH, YTO HE MOT
ce0s1 HUKaK 3alIUTHUTh.

S — xeHmmHa, 1 — camka. Heyxenm MeHS TOXE CUATAIOT U3MEHIIULIECH !

6.

3akOHYMJIACh BOWHA, MY BEpHYJICS NTOMOM. Llenblii U HEBpeAUMBI, HU
onHol napanusbl. Kakoe cuactbe! CKOIBKO OBUIO PaIOCTH OT BCTPEUU MATEPH C
CBIHOM, MJIAJIIINX OpaTheB U CECTEpP CO CTapliuM OpatoMm, xkeHsl ¢ myxem! Ilpu
3TOM y camoro JlaHra B IUla3aXx d4uWTajgach HE TOJIBKO pagoCTb, HO WU TOpE.
HeusBecTHO Kak y3Hal OH O TOM, YTO XOJSAT KPUBOTOJKH, OyATO €ro >KeHa
HEBepHa eMy. BeuepoM, Korjia rocTi pa3oluInuch, U B CEMbE, Ka3aJloCh Obl, JOKHO
OBLIO IapUTh Becelbe, Kak Ha Mpa3aHuk Tt Ha camom jerne atMoctepa Obina
TATOCTHOM, OyATO Ha MOXOpoHax. CBEKPOBH MOKASIACH:

- He cmorna s coxpanutb 100poe uMsi TBOEH KEHBI.

JlaHr OpocuIl ¢ yIpeKoM:

- Ctouibko JIeT s ObuI o1 6oMOaMu U HE TOTH0, a BOT IypHAasi MOJIBA MEHS,
BUJIATh, 3/1€Ch JOKOHAET.

Toraa B pa3roBop BCTyNHIIA 5, TOBOPUJIA HETPOMKO U CIEP>KAHHO:

- 51 — TBOs keHa. 1 TOJIBKO Thl MOXKEIIb IIPOBCPHUTH, BCPHA A TeOe UM HET.

6 Tor — HoBblit roj 1o ayHHOMY KasieHaapioo. CaMblil JFOOMMBIH IPa3IHUK BLETHAMIIEB.



My 3acTbul Ha MecTe. JJOIKHO OBITh, OH HE OXKUIAJI OT MEHS TaKUX CJIOB.
B TOoT MOMEHT OH ellle He 3HaJI, YTO JejiaTh C HAIIUM TaKUM HETMPOYHBIM Opakowm,
MOATOYCHHBIM BOWHOW. BepuTh *€He WM HET — 3TO HEJIETKO PELIUTh COJAATy,
OBIBILIEMY PA3JIy4Y€HHBIM C )K€HOUN Ha JIOJTUN CPOK. ..

Tou HOUBIO Bes nepeBHs Menxa He cnana. Ha monHyro MOIIHOCTE CBETHIIA
ayna. C rop ayn ocexaromnii Betep. 1lo mepeBHe rymsum noapoctku. Ha peke
XOaHTJIOHT MEJIbKaJI OTOHbKM, U ObLI CIBIIIEH CTYK JIEPEBSHHBIX KOJIOTYIIIEK O
OOpT JIOJOK, 3TO PBHIOAKM THAIM B CETH pbIOYy. MBI C My)XeM, CIIOBHO JBa
YEAUHUBIINXCS B MEIIEPE PEYHBIX UYJOBUIIA, CIUICINCh B KIYOOK W HE JlaBaliv
JIPYT IPYTy NOKOS BCIO HOYb.

Hacrtynumo ytpo.

CBEKpOBb BCTaJIa PAaHO, CEJIa HA BEPAHJE U, PACUECHIBAS BOJIOCHI, BPEMSI OT
BpeMeHH Opocajia HETEpIEeNWBBIA B3IVISII HA JIBEPh HAIIEH C My»XEM KOMHATHI.
Haxkonenu-to noxnanace, orryaa Beiien JIanr. OH THXOHBKO MPUCTPOMIICS PSIAOM
C MaTephlo:

- Mawm, Buepa eciu Obl HE CMOT claepxaTh ce0si, TO 3aMOYMJI ObI ATOTO
oernena Tao. Cmacubo sxeHymike 3a Teprienne! Bce muio k Tomy, 4ToOBI MBI
pacnpomanuch APYT C APYTOM.

- Kak Te6st monumars?

- Mawm, nomMHHulIlIb, TOT/1a MOCJI€ CBaAbOBl Y MEHS BbITaja JIUIIL OJHA HOYb C
YKEHOM, HayTpo s yexasl Ha Ior BoeBaTh? B Ty mepByro OpauHyro HOYb y HE€ Kak
pa3 ObUTH KeHCKUE eNia. MBI ¢ Hell TOJbKO OOHUMAINCH J]a JACKAJIUCh U TUTAKAIH
B IpUaayvy...

- To1 ToBOpHIIbL TaK, Kak OyATO MPOILION HOYBIO TBOSA >KE€HA ObLIa €Iie
JIEBCTBEHHHUIIEH, IPaBIa 4TO JIU?

- [IpaBma. OnHa ObIa emie aeBYIIKOM. Sl 3Haf0 TOYHO, BEIb OHA MOSI JKCHA.

Mos cBEKpOBb pa3uHyJia poT U norepsiaa gap peur. OHa He mpeanosarana,
YTO MOXET OBbIThb Takas IIEeKOTIuBas cutyarusa. Jlo »Toro MomeHTa 4

obeccuieBIIasg jiekana B KpOBaTu U TOJIBKO ceryac BBIIILIA U3 A0Ma, CKpydHnBasd



BOJIOCHI KI'yTOM. [71a3a cusinu cuacteeM. PoOes, s mpucena psaoM co CBEKPOBBIO.
OHna 3aroBopmura:

- A Toxke He xoTrena BepuTh ciyxaM. [lomydaercs, BO Bcell 3TOW UCTOPUU
ThI 0€3 BUHBI BUHOBaTa. He cepuaii Ha MeHs1, 1aaHo!

- 5l HM Ha KOTO M HE cepxKych. Sl HUuYeromeHbku He Oostack. OJTHO TOJIBKO
MeHsl cTpammiio, uro Jlanr He BepHercs ¢ (ponrta. Torma Obl s moTtepsna He
TOJIKO MY>Ka, ¥ TOTO, KTO MOT OBI 3alIIUTHTh MOIO JICBUYBIO YECTh.

7.

Bo Bpemsi U TpeTbHUX, U YETBEPTHIX POJAOB U3 MEHS BBIILIU alble KYyCKH
Msica, Kak 3TO ObUIO B caMblil TIepBhIN pa3. CBEKpOBb M3-3a 3TOTO yOMBanIach, CO
CTpaxoM JayMasi, yTo 3TO NpokisiThe. C yTpa 10 Beuepa oHa OOpMOTajia MOJHUTBHI,
oOpamennsie Kk bynne, u exeqneBHo xoauna B naroxy. Ho bynna, Buaumo, Obut
BCE 3TO BpPEMs HENOCSATaeM, HE OTKIMKAJICS, U MO3TOMY sI OCTaBajach 0e€3 ero
CBATOrO 3aCTYIIHUYECTBA. B Hapoje cuuraercs, 4ro €ClIM pOoJ MyxXka IPOKIAT, TO
JKEHE YK€ HUYTO HE NPUHECET BE3CHHUs, MYCTh NAKE MM IIEAPO OJAPEH €€
coOcTBeHHBIN posl. Ho Beab ceMbst MOEro My>ka U3 OKOJICHUS B ITOKOJICHUE KUJIa
B Oy1arouecTu, a s TeM HE MEHEee 00peUeHa HECTHU TSKKYIO HOIILY YbUX-TO I'PEXOB.
OTKy/1a CBAJIMJIOCH TAKOE HaKa3aHUe?

Korga s poxana B MATHIM pa3, TO Ha CBET MOABWIACH yiiMa KOMOYKOB
OKpOBAaBJIEHHOT'0 MsAca, OyATO 3TO ObUIM HEJOHOILIEHHBIE Ailla OMYTHULIBI. Bpone
M HE YEJIOBEUECKHE CYIIECTBA, HO U HE NOMET 4yJIOoBHIIA. Bce smo s HOcWia B
cede, ono ObUIO YacThio MeHsA. C TeX MOp MHOTHME OJHOCEIbYAHE C MPE3PEHUEM
OTHOCHJIUCh KO MHE U CTOPOHWJIMCH MEHsI. A s ObUIa KaK MOJIOyMHasl.

[Torom My pacckaszblBajd MHE: OJHAX]Ibl sl yIUIa U3 JoMa U Opoausia 1o
Oepery peku XoaHrIoHT. Hu ¢ TOro HU ¢ cero y NpUCTaHu s IPbITHYJIA B BOJY U C
KOPHAMHM BBIIpAJIa OXaIllKy BOJHOIO THAIMHTA, pPa3yKpAacUBIIETO0 CBOUMH
(uoneTOBBIMU I[BETAMH PEUYHYIO IJ1a]b. BhiHecna copBaHHOE Ha Oeper U OmsTh
CIlyCTMJIaCh HAa IPUCTaHb 3a nBeTraMmu. J[JI1 4ero mx Tackajna, caMa He 3Haia...

[ToTom CIcC MHC caMon BAPYI' BCIIOMHHJIOCH, KaK OJHMH pa3 g XOAWlIa K XOJIMY



Mazsgur. Tam 0o0bluHO HM Iymid. J[MKHe aHaHachl YacTOKOJIOM pPACTyT BOKPYT
TOro xonMa. Sl HaTKHyJach Ha PBHICKABIIYIO B MOHMCKaxX M00bIMM O€3TOMHYIO
cobaky. OHa Gerana kak yropenas u )ajno0Ho ckynawia. [lo myTu nomanach MHE U
HEMPUATHO opylas oOje3nas JuKas KOWKa. S mpunuia K CeBEpHOM CTOPOHE
X0JIMa, TJIe XOPOHWIIU MJIaIeHIIeB. MOTHIIbHBIE XOJIMUKH OBLITM HU3EHBKHE, MTOUYTH
CPaBHSUIMCh C 3eMieil. Sl He cMmorja OmpeneiauTh, NOJ KAaKUM W3 HHUX JIEKUT
TJIMHSHAS TUIONIKA [BETA YIPA.

Tam s, KaK manapHas, IpolmaTalach 10 CaMmoro Bevepa.

Houbro Hagasics oTiMB.

MpsI ¢ My»eM JIOBUITU KPEBETOK, 3a0pachiBasi CETh B peKy ¢ miota. ®oHapb
ocBemiayl Ham yiyoB. [log ero mepoaromuM CBETOM IUIa3a KPEBETOK 3aXIJIMCh
MHO>KECTBOM KPAacHBIX OTOHBKOB. /I0BOJIBHO OBICTPO MBI HAJIOBWJIM ITOYTH MOJHYIO
KOp3UHY. YMasBIINCh, I OCTaBWJIa MY>Ka OJIHOTO TSHYTh CETH, a cama, B3sB
MHOBKY TMOJ| MBIIIKY, 3a0pajjach B ILIajall W3 COJOMBI. JIaHT coopyaus ero y
NOAHOXKUS X0IMa OMYTHHIIBI, YTOOBI CTOPOXKHUTH ceTH. Korna oH 4yBCTBOBAJ, 4TO
yCTaJIOCTh BaJHUT €ro C HOI, WM KOTJa C YJOBOM HE BE3JI0, OH yOupasl ceTH U
3aJie3a)l B IIajiall, I/Ie KMMapuwil J0 paccBera. BcraBan, Kak TOJIBKO CIIbIIIAI
roJjioca MepBbIX MPOXOXKHUX, CIIEMIAIIMX MUMO Ha pbIHOK. Hen3BecTHO, ¢ Kakux mop
IOBEJIOCh: BCAKHUIM, KTO WI€J HAa PHIHOK WIM Ha pPBIOAIKY..., HENPEMEHHO
OCTaHAaBJIIMBAJICS Y 3TOT0 MecTa U Opocail ropcTh 3eMau. Co BpEMEHEM TYT BBIPOC
IIMPOKUI U BBICOKHH XOJIM.

Jlyn 1Oro-BOCTOYHBIM BeTEp. BpUIO CHBIIIHO, KaK MOJ €ro MopbhlBaMHu
OBIOTCSI O MpPUYAI MPOBOJIOYHBIE HAINPABIAIOIINAE CETH — CTYK... CTYK... Y MEHs
CIMIAJIACH IJ1a3a, ¥ S IOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO NPOBAIMBAIOCH B COH...Cpeau HOUM 5
COJIPOTHYJIACH OT TOT'O, YTO YCJIbIIIAJIA 30B KAKOW-TO KEHIUHBIL:

- O, nmonounuk! [lepeBe3u Hac ¢ peOEHKOM Ha TOT Oeper peku..u!

S sicHo cinblana 3ty npocb0y. [loToM pasgancs Kpuk:

- Bepau Mue moe auta! Ceidac ke BEpHU MHE MO€ OUTH. . 4!



Kpuku u miad ganexo pa3HecIUCh MO0 OKpyTe, HapyIIuB OE3MOJIBHUE HOYH.
HeoxugaHHO ¢ BepUIMHBI XO0JIMa, MSTKO CTylas, CJIOBHO JETKUW BETEPOK,
CITyCTHJIACh KEHILMHA.

- OHM B357IM MOMX JIETEN M MyCTHIIH 1O peke. CriacuTe MOUX JeToYek!

S y3nana 3Ty KEHILUHY:

- [ITao, TeI crisiTiuIa. Y TeOs HUKOrAa He ObLI0 AeTeil. OuHuCh!

- BoH TaM MOu €Ty IIIBIBYT MUMO ITPUCTaHU. BreiTammre nx!

S cmotpena Ha mpucTaHb. JlyHa nwmia cBoit cepeOpsiHblid cBeT. Tyman
paccesiicsi. Sl Oblia MOTpsiceHa W HE BEepuila CBOU TJia3aM: Tam cTosi1 Oerer Tao!
CoBepuieHHO TOYHO — Tao. OH yKiaapIBall MOKPACHEBIINX MIIAJACHIIEB HA TJIOTHI
u3 cTebiieil OaHaHa M TOJIKANI UX OT Oepera Ha cepenuHy peku. [1moTel cHauana
KPYKUJIUCh HAa MECTE, a MOTOM, MOJAXBAaYCHHbIE TCYECHUEM, MEIJICHHO HauyWHAIU
cBoe miaBanue... M Tyt lllao npeirayna B peky — mmox. M ¢ ronoBoit ynuia noa
Boay. Korma BoiHBI cTuxiM, Bemibuia OMYTHUIA, C JJIMHHBIMU YEpPHBIMU
BOJIOCAMH, C JIEBUYbEH TpylIbl0, HO C TeJaoM 3Medu. HeoxuaaHHO OHa HBIpHYJA
rOJIOBOM BHU3 U HaJl BOJOW MENBKHYJM €€ HOTH C MEPEIOHKAMU MEK]y NajblEB,
Kak y Jsrymku. Yepe3 mraoBeHue OMyTHHMIA BHOBb NOsIBHIIach. OHa IUIbLIA,
TOJIKas epes co0o0il MIIOTHKH K Oepery...

VY MeHs Jpokanu NOKUIKUA. S cMoTpena BO Bce TJia3a, HO OOJbIIE HE
Bunena Tao. Heckonpko MIOTHKOB M3 cTeOiield 0aHaHa TakXe KyJa-TO MCUC3IIH.
3aTo mosIBUIAch cTas O€NbIX JAUKUX YTOK, B3MBIBIIUX C ONIYIIUTEIbHBIM
KpsikaHbeM B HeOeca. ..

- [ITao! Ilao! — Jlanr oTyassHHO Tpsic MeHA 3a iedo. — Hy u nepenyrana
ThI MeHs1. Tebe 4TO-TO MPUCHUIOCH?

C meHs mui XOJoAHbIN 1OT. Sl mocMoTpena Ha npucTtanb. JIyHa cepebpuiia
Bce BOKpYT. Ha mioTy nexana cetb, ee MpoBOJIOYHBIE pedpa 0TOpackiBaiu TeHb Ha
MOBEPXHOCTH peKu. S mponenerana:

- CosepmienHo TouyHO [11ao 3Bayia 10AOYHKKA, IOTOM IPBITHYJIA B PEKY U

npeBpartuiacb B OMyTHHUILY.



- ¥V crpaxa rnaza Benuku! Tel cisitriia uro ymm? 1lao — 310 e ThI, MOS
KEHa, - MBITAJICA Bpa3yMHUTh MeHs MyXK. — Kakas emie moxert O0biTh [1lao? JlanHo,
CKOpO YK€ yTpO, ITOLUIU CO MHOU JIOBUTh KPEBETOK.

Ha Mens Hanuio ymonompadeHue, st HE MOTJIa IIOHATh, TA€ PEAIBHOCTD, a
re coH. MBI ¢ My>keM 3a0pachIBaJId CETh JI0 BOCXOJa COJIHIIA, HO HE MONMalld HU
0JIHOM KpeBeTkH. Hammm ynoBom ObuIH JIMILIE MyCOp J1a BCSAKAs TpyXa.

Sl mouwta mpoxaBaTh BBUIOBJIEHHBIX ITPOIUIBIM Be€YEepOM KpeBeTokK. Ha
nojanytu MHe nonaincs Tao. OH rHan OyiiBoJja, 3aNpsKEHHOIO B TEJETy C Ipyaon
[JIMHSHBIX YallleK Y IUIOLIEK I[BETa yTIpsl.

- Kaxoii yxxac! Hukorna Gonbiiie He Bo3u 3T0! — moTpedoBara .

- U3Bousb, [lao. BOT TOABKO 3TH IUIOMIKKM MAYT HapacxBaT B IIOCIEIHHE
TOJIBI.

S mepeckazana Tao CBOM COH, @ TOTOM IIOMHTEPECOBANIACK:

- [lToMHUIIB, KOrAA THI MPOXOAWI IPAKTUKY Y HAC B JIEPEBHE, TO 3apbll HA
xoiMe OMYTHHIIBI COJIOMEHHOE 4ydesio? YK€ CTOJIBKO BPEMEHH INPONUIO C TEX
1Op, KaK MEXIy HaMU ...

Tao, HaTSHYTO yJBIOAsICH, IPEPBAT MEHSL:

- Ha, Bcnomuun. Ta ucropus ¢ gydyenom Oblia 4emyxoil. A BOT TO, YTO 5
Tebe ceiluac pacckaxy, - cyuias npasaa. HaBepHoe, Thl He 3Haellb, B JIaBHUE
BpEMeHa TAMCKHME' BOWMCKa YaCTEHBKO Hamagaiu ¢ mMops Ha Ham JlaiiBeer®. Bo
BpeMeHa npasienus uMneparopa Yan Hre Tonra’ tamckas ¢uoTuids Boluia B
YCThE pPEKM XOaHIJIOHT. Bcrony, rae MosBISUIMCH 3aXBaT4MKH, JIETENU C IUIeY
T'OJIOBBI, JIMJIACh KPOBb, JAbIM OT MOXAPOB MOJHUMAJICA 10 caMblXx HeOec. Ho korma
OHM JIOXOAMJIM 10 Halllell JAEpeBHHU, TO Y HAC HUKAKUX Oell HE CIy4yaloch, OyATO

3aXBATYHUKOB TYT U HC o110 BOBce. Ilocie Toro kak Han I'cHCpail Yan Kxar Tsau

7 Tavma (Yamma) — rocymapcTso, cymectBopapiee B VII—XVII Bekax Ha TeppUTOPHH
COBPEMEHHOI'O LIEHTPaJIbHOIO M IKHOro BberHama. JlocturnyB pacuBera B X—XI Bekax,
Tsamna B mocieayrolue Beka MOJABEpPIIach ¢ ceBepa HamiecTBuio BheToB ([laiiBeeT). B 1832
rony JlaiiBbeT MOMIOTHII IOCTEAHUE TEPPUTOPUH TOTO, YTO ObLTO TAMITOI.

8 JlaiiBber ("Benukuii Boer") - Ha3BaHue BbeTHAMCKOTO rocyaapersa ¢ 1069 mo 1802,

® Yan Hre Tonr — BbeTHaMcKuii umneparop, 1370-1372 rr.


https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/VII_%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BA
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/XVII_%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BA
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%92%D1%8C%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BC
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/X_%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BA
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/XI_%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BA
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%92%D1%8C%D0%B5%D1%82%D1%8B
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%94%D0%B0%D0%B9%D0%B2%D1%8C%D0%B5%D1%82
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/1832_%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/1832_%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4

oxepxan nobexy Hag The bonr Hra!'®, tamckue Boiicka Oexanu, MX KOpaOiau
MOJHSUIM TIapyca M yIuIM B Mope. Bceskuil pa3, Korjga TSMbl NPUXOJIWIA B HAITy
JIEPEBHIO, Cpa3y K€ U yXOIWId. BoiiHa He HapyIuiia 3/IelHer MUPpHOM xKu3Hu. Ho
CITyCTsI TPH MecsIIa MOCe €€ 3aBePIIeHUS MPOU3O0ILI0 HEBOOOPa3UMOe: HECKOJIBKO
JIECATKOB JIEBYIIIEK M HE3aMY>KHUX JKCHILIUH 3a0epeMeHenu. BoT Tak-To B BOMHY
HUYEro JIypHOTO HE IPOM30IIO0, a B MUPHOE BpeMs — Takoe OezoOpasme. Jlms
JIEPEBHU ATO OBUIO MOCTPAIIIHEE, YEM Pa30pEHHE OT Meuya U OTHs. MECTHBIE K€
MOPSIAKKA OBUTH OX Kakue cTporue. Beex aTux yKeHIMH oOpHIn HAroJio 1 Hamas3allu
UM TOJIOBBI M3BeCThIO. [locie 3Toro mocaauiyd Ha TUIOTHI M3 CTeOJier OaHaHa U
MyCTWIN N0 T€YEHHIO pekr. Ho BOT CTpaHHOCTB-TO Kakasi: yTpOM IUIOTHI YIUIBLIN B
OTKPBITOE MOPE, a KOrJa 4yTh CTEMHEJIO, UX OOHAPYKWIIHM Y HAIlleH )K€ MPUCTaHHU.
Oxka3zanoch, Korja ObUI MPUJIUB, TO IUIOTHI MPUTHAIU K MPUCTAaHU BCEM MHUPOM
PBIOBI, KPEBETKH, KpaObl, Y)KH, Yepermaxy pa3HbIX BUIOB U BCAKUE IPYTHUE PEUHBIC
rafael... M Tak OBLIO HECKOJIBKO pa3: IUIOThI IYCTAT MO TEYCHHIO, a OHH
BO3Bpalarorcs. JKurenu AEpeBHUM HE CMOTIIM NPOTUBOCTOATH CUJIC MPUINBA U
pEUHBIX TBApeW, M BOJICH-HEBOJEWM WM MPHUILUIOCH IO3BOJIUTh HECYACTHBIM
JKEHIIMHAM TIOAHATHCS Ha Oeper. B yCTaHOBJICHHBIM NMPUPOJION CPOK T€ POIIIH
KYJpPSIBBIX, CMYTJIBIX, C JUKUM B30pOM MJiajieHIieB. Cpazy ObLJIO MOHSTHO, UTO B MX
KUJIaX HE TeKJa KpOBb JKUTENeH 3Toi nepeBHH. Ho Obuta emie ojgHa cTpaHHas
ucropusi. B 4mnciie 3TUX KEHIIMH OJHA POAWIA SPKO-KPACHBIM KYCOK MsiCa C
KpyTJbIM, OyATO MOHETa, PTOM, M3 KOTOPOTO BBIJIETAIH KAaKHE-TO O00e3bsSHBU
3ByKHM. MaTh 3TOro CyuiecTBa OT HUCHyra TYT K€ JHIIuiIach 4yBCTB. CelbuaHe
PEIIINA, YTO 3TO HEYHCTAsl CHJIa U BHOBh COOPYIWJIM TUIOT U3 cTeOseii OaHaHa u
NyCTUIM BbIpoaka 1o peke. [lpuas B cebs, marth, y3HaB 00 9TOM, Kak
cyMmacuieamnas 3aponuia: «Bepuure Mmue auts... BepHUuTe MHE quTs!» Cpeayd HouH
OHA, C BCKJIOKOYEHHBIMU BOJIOCaMH, Opocuiiach K peke XOaHTJIOHT, MPBITHYJa B

BOOYy, OTYAsAHHO I‘pe6na PYKaMH, TO HCUYC3ad II0J TOJIHICﬁ BOJbl, TO BHOBb

10 Tre Bonur Hra — Tamckuii naps (roasl npasienus 1360 — 1390), nomsiTancs BEPHYTh BCE
HOTEPSIHHBIE TOCYAAPCTBOM CEBEpPHbIE IIPUTPAHUYHBIE IPOBUHIIUH.



BCILUTBIBAsl, U BbITANWIA cBoero pebenka. [opembika! OT mepeoxiaxaeHus OHA
3abonena W yMepia, mnpeBpatuBiIuch B OwmyTHUIly. TedeHueM 3TO pedHOE
YyJOBUIIE MNPUOWIIO K HAIIeW MpUCTaHW, Teneph TyT oHa u oburtaer. Korma xe
XOPOHWUJIM 3Ty SKCHIIMHY, TO B MOTWIY TOJIOKUIM MEIAHBIE MOHETHI, KOCTH
OyiiBoJIa, MAHIIUPh Yepenaxu, COJOMEHHOE Yy4desio ACBYIIKU... X0aM OMYTHHUIIbI
— 3TO U €CTh 3aXOPOHEHHE MATEpu TOro MiajeHua-ypona. Cymayar, 4To ee ayiia
Halllla IPUCTAHUIIIE B TMEIIEPEe PAJIOM C MPUCTAHBIO, YACTO MBIKAE€TCSI OHA IO pPEKe,
a Korga BHUJIUT, YTO KTO-TO TOHET, TO MIpeBpamaerca B OMYTHUILy M IUIBIBET
cracarb... - Tao 3amoiiyajn, 3aJyMaBIINCh, @ MOTOM, CJIOBHO OIIOMHHUBULIWCB,
CIIPOCHIT: A ThI IPOIIIJION HOYBIO OpPOCHIIA TOPCTH 3€MJTH Ha XOJIM?

- Het! U moit Jlanr, HaBepHOE, TOXKE HE ClIeJIa)l 3TOTO.

- boxe x Tl MoO#! BOT mo3TOMY BBl C MYKE€M M HE CMOIVIA HAJOBUTH
MOJIHYI0 KOp3UHY KpeBeToK. Bce neno B atom! bepu ceituac »xe ropctb 3emiu,
oeru Tyna u 6pock TaM. BoT mypéxal

9.

UtoOBl monacth B TOPOJCKYIO OONBHUILY, MBI BMECTE€ C MYXEM IEIIKOM
MPOTOMAJIA IBEHAIIATh KMJIOMETPOB. Bpau BbIHEC 3aKJIFOYEHHE: OPraHU3M Yy Hac B
nopsifike, 3J0pOBbE Xopoilee... B dem mpuumHa Takux poOAOB, KaK y MEHS,
HenmoHsATHO. Ham pexkomeHgoBanu o00CHEeIOBAaTbCS B XaHOMCKOM BOECHHOM
rocriutanie. Crout nu exatb Tyaa? Beap 310 HakmamgHo m paneko. KonewHo,
noenem! Ecnu Op1Banu B Ublonrmone, Taiaryene, Ham00, To modyemy He moexathb
B Xano#? JlaHr npe o npoaate KopoBy. Ero Math otnaiia HaMm CBOM 30J10ThIE
ceppru. Mosi maTh OTHNpaBWiIa HaM IIEHTHEp puca. Mnaxamas cectpa Myxka,
KOTOpas OblJIa 3aMy’>KeM 3a IMapHEeM U3 COCEAHEH NepeBHU, HE MoXayena JJisi Hac
JBYX TJIEMEHHBIX MopocsAT. CepbrM Mbl OCTaBWJIM, a OCTajlbHOE Npoaaiu. Bce
BBIPDYUCHHBIC JICHBI'M MpEJHA3HAYaIUCh Jisg JedeHus. [7naBHoe — ObUIO OBl
3I0POBbE, T0OPO HAKUBEM.

B Xanoe nac obcnenoBanm, B3su 0oJiee IECATH pa3HbIX aHAM30B. [1o ux

pe3yiibTaTaM OOKTOP I'OCIIMTAJIA 00BABUII HaM: 3A0pPOBLC XOpolIcC, OpraHu3M B



nopsiake... OH MONpOCHII MEHs BBIMTH U3 KaOMHETa U MOJ0KIaTh B KOPUIOPE, TaK
KaK XOTeJl IOrOBOPUTH C MyKeM HaenuHe. Ho BMecTo pasroBopa IOBel €ro B
XOJOJWIbHOE XpaHWIMILE, TA€ AJIs HCCICAOBaHUN ObUIM COOpaHbl HECKOJIBKO
COTEH CTEKJISIHHBIX KOJO € YEIOBEYECKHMMH YpOJaMH, B TOM YHCIE€ U C
MJIQJICHIaMH1, AIMEBIIMMH BHEIIHUE U BHYTPEHHUE MATOJIOTUYECKUE OTKIOHEHUS.
PacronkoBbiBas, 4To K 4eMy, Bpau IokasbiBai eme u ¢ororpaduu. Ilonsens k
OJTHOM M3 CKISIHOK, OH OOBSCHWI: 3TO - CiIydYail, Korga MY>XYMHa TOJBEprcs
BO3JIEHCTBHIO «OMKEHT Opamk»!!, y Hero poamiack oObIYHAS 37J0pPOBast ICBOYKA,
HO KOI'Zla OHAa, BBIMJA 3aMy’K, POKajla, TO HAa CBET MOSBUJIACh BOT Takas Ipo3.1b
KYCKOB MsICa, ITOXOKUX HA KUCTh CIIEIBIX KPACHBIX IIOA0B kK. [locnencrBus
OTpaBJICHMSI STUM XUMUKATOM HEMMOBEPHO TSKENbIE, W OHU OYyIyT MPOSBIATHCA
OeckOoHeYHO noaro. JIOKTOp [aBal COBETBI MYXKY, YCIOKAMBAJ €ro Kak MOr,
npro0oapsna. OHU BBIIUIM M3 3TOrO XpPaHWIMILA, KOTJa OT yBHAEeHHOro y Jlanra
CTaJIO y’K€ TEMHETh B Ija3ax, 3a3BEHEJIO B yIllax, a OT 3amaxa (GopMalirHa Hayajuao
TOLIHUTB.

BepnyBmmce 10MOH, My HE BCTaBall ¢ KpoBaTW LenblX Tpu IHA. Ha
YeTBEpPThIA JCHb KJIMKHYJI MEHs. S mojpomuia U oOomiena: OH MOCTapen JET Ha
necsaTb. MHe ObUIO HEMMOBEPHO KAJIKO €ro. Sl jierya psaoM ¢ MyXeM, IOJOKUB
rOJIOBY Ha €ro Iuieyo.

- HeBmorory Oombine ckpeiBaTh OT TeOsl, - B3JOXHYT OH. — Bpau
HPEIOI0KUII, YTO 5 OCTpajal OT opaHka. XOTh CTO pa3 Thl 3a0epeMeHeelb, BCe
PaBHO POAATCS YPOLIBI.

OH nyman, 4To OT TaKOM HOBOCTH s omeury, Oyay ropeBarb U creHarb. Ho
y MEHs Ha IJa3ax He BBICTYNWIO HU cie3nHKU. Crne3 yXe He OCTaloch, BCE
BblIUIaKana. Kakas pasHua: My JI1 IOJABEPICSA ATOW OTpaBe, s JIM POKAIO YPOJIOB
— ¥ TO U pyroe Haiie 00JIbIIoe rope.

- Korma ato ciayunnocs? Thl, 1071KHO OBITH, 3HA!

1" Agent Orange - CHJILHOAEHCTBYIOIIMI J€(OIMAHT, KOTOPLIA IPUMEHSIICS aMEPUKAHIAMH
JUTSl YHUUTOXKECHHS JUKYHTIICH, B KOTOPBIX MPSITAIUCh BLETHAMCKHE BOCHHBIC U MTAPTU3aHBI.



- OTKyza s paHblIe-TO MOT 3HaTh? TOJIBKO KOra TOKTOP BCE PacTOJIKOBAII,
g, JIeKa 37eCh, IMPUIIOMHWI: BHAATh, 3TO MPOU3OLLIO, KOTJa Halla YacTb
npobupanach yepe3 omaBIIUi Jiec. MBI e TaM BOJAy MWJIM U3 Pydbs, Ja €LIe U
(GISOKKY CBOM HANOJHSIIM. A elle Kak-TO pa3, KOIr/a Mbl MPATAIUCH B JUKYHIUIAX,
BU/JIEJH, KaK aMEPUKAHCKUE CaMOJIEThI, JIETAIIME HA MAJIOM CKOPOCTH, PaClbUIsIIN
KAKYyI0-TO JIpSIHb, MIOXOXKYI0 Ha MOJIOYHBIM TyMaH. Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JHEHN mociie
3TOTrO JIMCThS HA JIEPEBbIX MOXKYXJIM U HAYaJIA OCBINATHCS OT JIEFKOTO JYHOBEHUS
BeTepka. OcTanuck roijible BETKH Ja CTBOJIBI. Beck siec cran Oe3xu3HeHHbIM. Ha
OyTH HaM TO W JIEJ0 MONAaJaliuch pa3OpOCaHHBIE IO JIECY JKeJle3Hble OOUKU U
IUTACTMACCOBBIE KAHHCTPHI C pydkKamMH. B Hamem oTaeneHud ObLT TapeHb,
KOTOpBIA BCE MeUTaJl NPUBE3TH Takue OOYKM MaTepu [Uisl BOABl U E€Ibl.
Oxa3bIBaeTCs, W celdac €CTh T€, KTO HE 3HAET, YTO B 0OOUYKaX, YTO COpACHIBATIU
aMEpPUKAHIIBI C CAMOJIETOB, ObLTH A€(OTHAHTEHI.

S yTKHyJach JIMIIOM B Tpyab MyKa. Sl eme HUKOraa He HMCHbIThIBaja K
HEMY TaKOW KaJoCTH, KaK B Ty MUHYTY. A y caMOi Ha Ayle CKpPeOJM KOUIKH,
XOTEJIOCh BBITb.

10.

My moy4us IUCbMO OT CBOETO ObIBIIEro cocnmyxuBiia Xa Ban Hausa. On
coo0111aj1, YTO €ro HOBasl JKE€Ha pojausia cbiHa. JIaHT Benesn MHE 0TOOpaTh IECATOK
KPYIHBIX KYPHHBIX SIUIl, HACBIIATh IATh KHJIOTPAMMOB Kjelkoro pucal’? wu
coOuparthCs B I0POTYy.

[TocTpoeHHbI Ha cBasx oM H3HA OOMHOKO CTOSUI Ha HEBBICOKOM
pUropke. JIBepHOM NpoeM HEIUIOTHO INMPUKPHIBAIIA MOCKUTHas ceTka. M3Hyrpum
JOHOCWIICA NIeTCKU miad — ya-ya. Ha 3abope cyuminch neneHkd. Mexay cBai
CJIOHSIaCh rojiasi I€BOYKA C KPYIJIOM rojIOBOM, Ha KOTOPOMl HE OBLJIO HU OJHOU
BoJIoOCMHKH. [leBouka Obia 6e3 pyk. Ee 3yObl m jecHbl Obul OOHAXXEHBI, KaK Y

00E3bIHEL. yBI/II[GB €C, 4 TCCHO IIpMiKaJlaCb K MYXY, HCIYIaBOIMCHL, 4YTO OHA

12" Kneiikuit puc - copr puca B A3, XapaKTEPU3YIOUIUICS IPKO BBIPAKEHHBIM BKYCOM U
BBICOKOM MTPOYHOCTBIO IIPU KyJUHApHOU 00paboTKe.


https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A0%D0%B8%D1%81_(%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D1%83%D0%BA%D1%82_%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F)

Opocutcs Ha MeHA U yKycUT. TyT ke ObUI MUTOH C JBYMS TOJIOBaMH, OH CBUJICS
KOJIbI[AMU U TIOXOJMWJI HA TPOC, HAMOTAHHBIN Ha OapadaH...

Moii myx 1 Xa Ban HaHbp He cpa3y npusHaimu Apyr Apyra - B IIE€pPBbIC
MTHOBEHHSI BCTPEYM HA WX JIMIAX YUTAIOCHh W3yMIIeHHE. XO3iMH JO0Ma MO3BAJI
JKEHy M JeTed  MOINPHUBETCTBOBATh JOPOTHX ToOCTed. S B3sAna HaA pyKH
HOBOPOXKJEHHOTO MajbuiMKa M HAaroBOpWJIa MHOTO XBaJIEOHBIX CIIOB B ajpec
Monoou keHsl HoHsg. OH moscHWI: «29TO MOS HOBas X€Ha. A NPEKHsA, POAUB
TpeX YpOJILEB, B ykace Oexana M3 JoMa, OpOCHB J€Teil, KOTOpPbIM HHMKOTJa HE
CYXKJIEHO CTaThb HOPMAJIbHBIMU JIIOABMU. JlOYKYy BBl BHJEIU IIOJ AOMOM, KOIJa
MIPULLUIA CEIOZA».

OHM OKMBJIEHHO TOJIKOBAJIM O TOM O CEM, M BAPYr MOW MyX cTan Oenee
npoctbiHU. OH, CXBaTWUB Jpyra 3a pyKy, HOTAalWI €ro K OodykaM ¢ BOJOH U
IPOYKTaAMMU:

- I'ne oI ux B3s71?

- Ilocnme BOWHBI, KOrJa Mbl Pa3bICKMBAJIM MOTWJIBI HAIIMX MOTHOLINX
TOBapuulei, s mogoOpan 3TH O04Yku B Jiecy. [leMoOMiIM30BaBIIMCH, MOMPOCHII
3HAKOMBIX BOJMUTEJIEH I'PY30BUKOB OTBE3TH MX B HAIllM Kpas Ha CEBEp, a IIOTOM
COCJIYKHBIIbI, BO3BPAILABIIMECS CO MHOMW, IIOMOIVIM MHE JONEPETh MX A0 JIOMA.
Ecnu Thl ¢ €HOM CMOXKelllb JOTallUTh, BO3bMH OJHY OOUKYy, BOAY TyJa OyZelb
HaJINBATh.

Moit my>x B3Momnwiicsa HeOy. [IpaBUIbHO TOBOPST: TIIyXOH OT BBICTpENa HeE
B3JIPOTHET, TaK U 3/1€Ch: KaK MOKHO OOSIThCS TOTO, YEro HE 3Haellb? A Belb €ro
Ipyr B COOCTBEHHBIH JOM CMEPTh MPHUBOJIOK. ITO Obuln 0akud W3-MOX
neponuanToB. JleBouka poawiack ypogoMm notoMmy, uTo HsHB oTpaBumiics
OpaHXXEBBIM $JI0OM JINOO KOTJa >KUJI B JieCy, JUOO KOrjaa Muji BOT M3 ATHX CaMbIX
oouek. Ha nuie Haus 3acThul HENOIIETBbHBIN yoKac.

11.

BepnyBmmce or Xa Ban HoHsa nomoi, My B pasroBopax ¢ MaTepblO HE

nepecCraBall TBCPAUTb, KaK JKC IIOBC3JI0 €TI0 APYTY. IIocne HECKOIbKHX IIHGI\/'I



pazymMuil OH pemnia oOBSIBUTH MHE, YTO XOUET MEHS «OCBOOOJUTHY» M HaJeeTcs,
9TO 51 OOpETy CYacThe C APYTMM M HApOXKAK0 3J0POBBIX JNETOK. S momkHa Obuia
YUTH, KaK JOUKOHKA IMOKUAAET NMPUBBIYHYIO IMPUCTAaHb, U €CJIH IOBE3ET, YAAYHO
YCTPOUTH CBOKO CYJbOy, MPUOMBIIMCH OOr 3HAET T/A€ K APYyromMy HOpHyYaly u
BOTKHYB TaM IIIECT, YTOOBI CYTHO HE CHOCHWJIO TE€UEHHEM. [ OBOpST, 4TO s
UCTPENAaHHOW, HO MOYMHEHHOW KOP3WHBI BCETJla HaXOAUTCA MPUMEHEHUE, TAK U
JUIS.  MEHS JOJKEH HAWTUCh HOBBIM MyX, B CEMbE KOTOPOTO MEHS MPHUIOTHT...
[IpuzHatoch, mpexae, ObIBalo, MHE MPUXOJWIAa B TOJOBY MBICIL O HOBOM
3amy>kectBe. OHaKO ceiuac s ObLIa olmaparieHa cjloBaMH MYKa M 4yBCTBOBaJIa
cebs Opomenkoil. S moHmManma: yBuzeB, 4TOo BTOopas jkeHa Xa Ban Hous
0JIaromnoay4yHo poJidjia HOPMaJIbHOTO PeOEHKA, MOM MY BOCTIBLIAN HAICKI0N Ha
HOBBIN Opak. S *e paccUuThIBaTH HU HA 4YTO HE Morjia. MyX He 3Haj, 4TO YK€
OoJbINIEe TOMA Y MEHS HEe OBIJI0 MeCSTYHBIX. He ObUTO, TOTOMY YTO B MEHS BCEITHIICS
CTpax M s CWIbHO NOAOpBaJia 340poBbe. HO Kaxkaplii Mecsll s BbIBEIIMBajla Ha
BEPEBKE CYIIUTh KYCKH MapJid, TEM CaMbIM HAllOMHUHas ce0e, 9TO S He MYXKHK, a
TpUALATUIIETHSS 0aba. A emie s Aemana 3To, YTOOBl y Myka OBLIO ITOMEHBIIIE
MOBOJIOB TeP3aThCs, eMy M Tak Obuto Hecnanko. Ceituac ke st ObUIa 371a Ha HETO,
KaK HUKOT]Ia.

Opmnaxael, korga Jlanra He ObUIO JJOMa, CBEKPOBh Hadayla JJOHUMATh MEHS
paccrnpocaMu:

- Ilocne Toit moe3aku K IPyTy, 9TO THl AYMaeIlb, KaK OBITh TEMEPh?

- Huuero s He mymaro, - THEB BBIHYKJIaJl MEHS T'OBOPUTH TPyOO U pe3Ko,
XOTS S M TIOHUMAaJla, 4TO He cleayeT cedst Tak BecTu. CBEKpOBb, HE Tepss
TEpIECHHUS, IPOJOJIKAJIA:

- [lTao! 4 ne 3actaBnsro Jlanra OpocuTh T€OS U B3ATh B KEHBI Apyryro. S
BCce oOayMmana: Thl JOJDKHA ceOs TMmokaneTh, JIaHra moxkaneTrb, BECh HaIl POJI
MOKAJIETh ...

- ... 1 Opocutp ero, storo Bel xoTture? — 3akpuuana S W 3aTMIaCh

TOprOYHUMH CJIC3aMH. bonb n O6I/II[I)I, KOIIMBIIHUECCA BO MHC, BBIPBAJIMCh HAPYKY. —



XBatuT Bam, mpomry Bac, Gonblie HUYero He roBopurte. Bbl ke yBepeHbI, 4TO
HOBasi eHa poauT JIaHTy KpEmeHbKOro 3I0POBOTO peOEHKa, Kak BTOpasl »KEHa
Hpns, Benp Tak?

CoBepIlIeHHO HEOKHUJIAaHHO JIJI1 MEHSI CBEKPOBb PYXHYJAa MEpeo MHOM Ha
KOJICHH:

- YMmomsto Te6s! YMomsto te6s ... Tebs! Tlogymait 06 3TOM, BeCch HaIl PO/
Oyner Tebe OmaromapeH. Ho Tel MeHs eme Hepochymana. Tebe W camMod HAIO
POAUTH CBOIO KPOBUHOUYKY. MBI HE MOYKEM MOHYXKJAaTh TeOsI BCIO )KM3Hb OATPaunTh
y Hac. DTO OOJIBIION rpex.

- XBaTuT, HE HAJA0 HUYEro OoJblie TOBOPUTH. S ceiuac ke caemaro ... S
ceryac e CIeJar TakK, KaKk XOTUTE MOW MyX U BB ...

[ToceImmanuck MPUTOPHBIE CIOBAa OJaroJapHOCTH, HO HU OJHO M3 HHUX HE
JIOIJIO 10 MOETO CO3HaHus. B romose co3peBan miaH ACUCTBUM. . .

12.

Pa3Box ObuT )11 MEHS CIOBHO MOOET OT Myka. Mosi MaTh Obljla CHIIBHO
paccTpoeHa, ’kajejla MEHs, Tallkom yTupas cie3bl. Korma BCE 3aKOHYMIIOCH,
TOJBKO TOTJA 5 TOHsUIAa, Kakas e s aypa. [Iponwio yxe mosroga ¢ tex mop. A
MBITAJIACh KaK MOKHO CKOpee 3a0bITh TOPHKUH MEePUOJ CBOCH JKM3HU, HO y MEHS
ATO HHMKaK HE IMOJydajoch. UeM OoJbllie s MBLKUIACH BHIKMHYTH U3 TOJOBBI TO
BpeMsl, TeM HaBSI3UMBEE CTAHOBWINCH BOCIOMHHAHHUSI O MPOILIOM, TEM 4alle
TIpeciieIoBaI MEHs 00pa3bl OJM3KWX MHE KOTJa-To Jrojeld. BecmommHama, Kak,
OXHJas BO3BpAIICHUS My»a C BOMHBI, S IPOBOJIMIIA B OJMHOYECTBE OCCCOHHBIC
Houn. Kak MBI O CBEKpPOBBIO, OYATO KPOBHBIC POJICTBEHHHUKH, 3a00THIINCH JIPYT O
Jpyre BILUIOTH JO TOTO, YTO JAABUJIW BIIeH ApYr y Apyra. KakuM KuciioBaThIM ObLT
3amax IoTa Ha pyOalke Myka, KaKuM CMYTJIbIM ObUTO ero juio. Kak Mbel ¢ HUM
Mocj€ JIOBJIM KPEBETOK CKiaapiBaau cetu. Kak s msaTh pa3 poauia 4YTO-TO
HeuesnoBedyeckoe. Kak s B Opeay npeactasisiia ceds OmyTHureit. .. Kazanock, 4To

BCE 9TO OBLIO TOJIBKO BUEpa.



S yacto xomusa Ha Oeper peku M OTTyJa CMOTpeia B CTOPOHY J0Ma
osBIIETO Myka. Korma mo Bedepam Bujena, Kak IOJHUMAETCS JbIM HaJ
COJIOMEHHOM KpbIIIEH KyXHH, TMbITAJach J0rafaThCs, YTO TOTOBUT €My Ha YKHUH
MOs TIOJpyTa, €ro HOBasg JKE€Ha. A MO HOYaM, KOTJa OH JIEKHUT PSAOM C HEW,
ObIBAlOT 1M MHUHYTHI, KOrna OH BcrmomMuHaer o000 wmHe? CorjmacHO HamuMm
TpaJMIIUAM, >KCHIIUHA, OTAABIIMCh MY)KUMHE, JOJDKHA OBITh C HUM JIO KOHIIA
cBoux AHeu. [louemy ke y MeHs He Tak?

W TyT 10 MEHs AOLLIO, B YEM MPUYUHA MOUX HEB3rOJI. DTO 3aKOJIIOBAHHOE
qyy4eno, 3apeiToe Tao Korma-to JaBHO, 10 CUX MOpP U3BOJAUT MEHs. S, mpUXBaTUB
Jomary, nepedpajiach Ha APYTYIO CTOPOHY PEKH, mpruOexkana Ha XoaM OMYyTHHITBI
Y Hayajla KomaTth. S pemmia, 4To AOJKHA YHHYTOXKUTH COJIOMEHHOE Yy4eslo B
BU/JIE JIEBYIIKU C Aymiod OMYTHHUIIBI, K 3TO HEIPEMEHHO OOJIErYUT MOU CTpaJdaHusl.
S pbuta 3eMITI0 Kak cyMacIie/asl.

Kak Hapo4HO, B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia S U3 3€MJIA JOCTaBajia YEH-TO CKEJET,
TYT Kak TYT oka3zajics Tao, OH MPOXOJAWI MHMO, TOHS 3aMpsHKEHHOTO B TEJEry
Oy#Boa. A paspblaanach:

- S mpeBparunace B OMyTtHuLy! Ox, Tao, Tao!

- Kaxas ke ToI riiynasi, [lao! Kto emie, kpome T€0s1, TOBEPUT B Ty €PYHY,
YTO 51 HAIUIEJN JaBHBIM-JaBHO B T€ Oeciabalinbie BpeMeHa Hallei Mojao10CcTH? !

- A yeit .. 3TO ... cKeneT?

- HaBepnoe, 310 k0ocTtt OMYTHUIIBI.

Y MeHS TOTEMHENIO B TJ1a3ax:

- ¥ Hac ¢ ToOOi emie B IOHOCTH HUYEro HE BBIIUIO. Yero e Thl BEUHO HE
JTaelllb MHE ITOKOS?

51 co 310CTBIO U KAJOCTBhIO cMOTpena Ha Tao, KOTOPBIN Tak 10 CUX MOp U
He n30aBWICS OT cBOeH XxpoMmoThl. OH HE CTall 0TBEYaTh HAa MoM ynpeku. Kazamocs,

OH KOJI€621JICSI, TOBOPUTDH UJIN HCT. Ho nocne KOpOTKOP'I I1ay3bl OOBSBUII:



- IlTao! HoBas xena Jlanra pa3poaunack paHblle BpeMEHH. AKylIepka
HacyMTalla IeCATOK KPOBaBO-KPACHBIX KyCKOB Msica. Hu naTh HuU B3sATh, OMyTHULIA
gina caecia. Ciaprmumib, 111ao?!

Mens 3atpscio. B ymax 3aryaeno, OyATo y camMoro yxa, He mepecTtaBas,
OWIN B KOJIOKOJIA.

HewussectHo, komy Obu10 TspKENEe, JlaHTy uiu MHe.
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... 51 pemnia OTOPaBUTHCS HA TOT OEpeTr peKwu.

JIo MeHs JOoWIIM pasroBOpbl O TOM, 4YTO MOS IOApPYyra, NOBEACHHAs
CIIyYMBIIUMCA J10 HW3HEMOXxeHwus, Opocwuna Jlanra. OHa He cMmoria BBIHECTH
WCIIBITAHUM, BBIMABLIMX HA JOJIO ceMbU MyXka. JlaHr Bman B otyasiHue. Ero mathb
CJIeTJIa, ¥ TOBOPUIIH, YTO OHA BPSAJ JTU CMOXKET BBIKApaOKaThCs M3 CBOCH OOJIC3HH.
N on, n oHa Hy)nanuchk Bo MHe. [lonmoxka pyky Ha cepale, B TOT MOMEHT MBI BCE
KaK HUKOT/Ia ObUIM HYXHBI JIpyT Apyry. Pa3 yx Tak ciiy4usioch, 3Ha4YuT, ... MHE
CYXKIEHO OBLIO CTYMUTh Ha TPUHAANATHIN MPUYA CBOCH KU3HU.

S mpuina Ha peky, Korja y»Ke HauuMHallo cMepkaTbed. Cena B YENHOK,
KOTOpBIA MOCIEAHUM B 3TOT JE€Hb OTIIPABIIJICS Ha MPOTHUBOIIOJIOXKHBIN Oeper.
TymaH IUIOTHO CTENWICS HaJ NMOBEPXHOCTBIO BOAbL. HoO HeBmasneke y camoro
Oepera s pasrisiziena IajaHay, Ha KOTOPOW ropes OroHb — TaM TOTOBHWJIM Y>KHH.
Ona moj 3aBs3Ky ObLIa TPY>KEHHOHM TIWHSHBIMH YalllkaMHd W TUIOIIKAMH IIBETa
yrps. Y mMeHsa nyma ynuia B matkd. O, yxkac! XoTs 4TO TyT Takoro: 3TOT TOBap
nocieaHue rojbl 0bl1 X010BbIM. Korja nojka, B KOTOpoil MEHs Be3Jd, 100panach
710 CepEeANHBI PEKH, TO CTOJKHYJACh C MJI0TaMu U3 cTebneit banana. CuaeBiuas Ha
Beciax JeBylika npuobogpuna MmeHs: «byapTe cmokoiiHbl, mpopBemcs!»
HeusBectHo, OTKyna B3sUIMCh 3THU IUIOTHL, OHH, 3alOJOHMB OYyKBajJbHO BCIO
ITOBEPXHOCTH BOJBL, IJIBUIA K MpUYaly. ¥ MEHs 3apOJHIIOCh NOAO3PEHUE, YTO ITO
peuHble 00UTaTEeTu KOHBOMPYIOT U TMOATAIKUBAIOT UX. Sl cXBaTwiia IIECT U CTaja
TBIKATh MM TIOJ] BOJOH, HO TaM HUKOTO He Obuto. IlepBoe Bpems Hamma jojka

AOBOJIbHO JICTKO JIABHpPOBAJIa MCKIAY OTHMHU IIPCIATCTBUAMU. OIIHEIKO y caMon



MPUCTAHU TPOJBUTATHCS CTAJO0 HEBO3MOXXHO: IUIOTHI OBUIM U CIIEPETU U C3a]IH,
1enas mpopBa, Mbl IIONAIM B 3acaay. XO3sAKMKa CyACHBIIIKA OIYyCTWJIA BECIA U
Hayasa IIeCTOM OTHUXHUBAaTh UX. HO Korjga oHa oTTaJIKMBalia OJUH IUIOT, €0 MECTO
3aHuMan apyrou. [leBymika cpamachk: «Hukak He CMOXEM NpUYaInUTh K 3TOU
npuctanu! OcTaercs TONBKO BO3BpalaTbes. Mnu miblTh K Apyrou npuctanm». A
BOo3paszuia: «Pa3 pelreHo Ha 3Ty MpUCTaHb, 3HAYUT, HAAO IEHUCTBOBATH JO KOHIIA.
[lepernyBmmchk yepe3 OOpPT JIOAKHA, S PyKaMH CTajga OTTaJIKWBATh IUIOTHI.
[TocTenenHo cMmoria Bcex X pa3orHarb. YenHoK mojoien K npuctanu. Yyaeca na
U TOJIbKO! S He MorJia HalTH OOBSICHEHUSI CITyYUBIIEMYCS.

C TakuM TPYJIOM MEPEIIbIBATh PEKY MHE HE MPUXOAWIOCH €le HUKOT/A.
Briiins Ha Oeper, s OTJsiHyJIach: Ha peke He ObUIO HU OJHOTO IJIOTa U3 CTeben
Oanana. Jlogka, Ha KOTOpOH s crofia qoOpanachk, CKpeIach B Tymane. Ha mamanne,
TPY’KEHHOM TJIMHSHBIMM YalllkaM{d U IUIONIKAMM I[BETA yIpsl, BCE TAKXKe Mepiial

KpPAaCHBIN OI'OHEK.
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